
1 
 

St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Tallebudgera 

15th January 2023 – Second Sunday after Epiphany 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

GRACE & PEACE – RECEIVED AND SHARED 

 One of the things that a group of people sometimes do to convince themselves and others that 

they are all on the same side, on the same page, completely united in pulling together for a common goal, 

is to come up with a saying or slogan everyone can rally behind.  Sporting teams might boldly declare, 

‘They can never tear us apart!’, or ‘We fly as one!’.  Not only churches, but also businesses, community 

groups, political parties, all kinds of organisations, come up with mission statements which express not 

only their goal and purpose, but also that they are a group which works together in achieving this.   

 How often though, do we find that what is sung, promoted and stated in this way, is in reality 

much more about how these groups want to be seen by themselves and others, than it is about stating the 

reality of their unity.  Teams or groups which talk big very often have public disagreements and even 

splits within themselves.  There are lots of reasons for this, from the clash of personalities, to wrong 

behaviours, and sometimes that even though everyone might agree on the common goal, people hold 

passionate and contrasting views about how it should be achieved.  As much as any group of people, 

from a couple to an extremely large international organisation, desires and seeks unity, quite often it is 

easier talked about than always practiced and experienced. 

  ‘May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.’ (v. 3)  How does that 

rate, not so much as a rally cry or slogan, but as a statement about where unity comes from?  What makes 

this different from a lot of the other slogans and unity statements we come across?  Where is it first of 

all based?  In God.  These words here which Paul wrote to the Christian church in the Greek city of 

Corinth, who were in a bit of trouble unity wise, start with what God wants to give us, which is … grace 

and peace.  They are two such small words, but they sum up what all people need and seek in their lives.  

Grace is the free gift of a full relationship with God, a relationship in which our sins are freely forgiven 
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through Jesus, and we can know and experience all God wants to give us.    Peace is knowing the 

assurance of God’s love, the certainty of God’s love, knowing that in God we have everything we need 

and so we can live in Him.  Peace is also that fulfillment we so often seek in our lives in other ways, in 

other people, in other things, but which, by God’s grace for us in Jesus, is always there for us.  In looking 

at our unity as Christians, which we are getting to, Paul begins by looking at what we receive from God 

and who He has made us to be. 

  Who God has made us to be.  What God gives to us.  That’s what the focus is on here as this 

reading moves on.  Listed here is also the gift of faith, of speech and knowledge, and the gift of new life 

in Jesus.  It’s all there.  Paul began this letter by talking about the unity Christians have with one another 

through Jesus, and in the verses that follow he talks about what that unity is and why it is both certain 

and important.  From looking at what he has written here, how positive he is, we could easily think that 

this was a Christian community which had it all together, and in the harsh world of the early Church 

these people were really working together and supporting one another.  Just like any Christian 

community, right? 

 It’s believed that Paul had spent about 18 months living in the Greek city of Corinth, helping to 

set up this new church.  Corinth as a city was mixture of people from all different places, and it had a 

whole bunch of different temples of gods to worship, and many other temptations, distractions and 

enticements which could lead people away from God.  Many people in that Christian community seem 

to have been quite strong in their views.  If all that sounds a bit hard to imagine for a church, just try and 

stretch your imagination (ha ha).   

 Paul wrote two of his longest letters to the Christians in Corinth, and we believe he did that 

because both he had heard about the clashes they were having with each other, and also because a 

delegation from Corinth had travelled to him asking for his help.  We can even imagine how their report 

probably went:  rather than, ‘’please help us to forgive each other and accept everyone’s views and work 

together’, it was probably more like, ‘Paul, you need to tell them that what we believe and say is the right 

and only way to do things and they need to just do that and move on!’     
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 Even so, the way this first letter begins, and so much of what is in it, is very positive about the 

people there.  And that’s because rather than focus on the people and their shortcomings, Paul focuses 

on what God gives them and who God makes them to be.  So he begins, as we need to begin, focusing 

on who we are in Jesus.  We can easily apply what is said here to what we do in our worship service each 

week:  we come together as Christians, united.  As baptised Christians we gather around the font, 

beginning our service by remembering the baptism into Jesus which joins us all together.  We ask for 

and receive God’s forgiveness.  We hear and respond to God’s Word.  We sing our thanks and praise.  

We encourage and support one another.  We come together to receive Holy Communion, in that meal in 

a very real way receiving the new life in Jesus.  We are then sent out with God’s blessing, going out to 

our lives and our world to be who we are.  Our worship together as Christians both unites us and is an 

expression of our unity.  But sometimes, like any organisation’s slogan, what is said doesn’t always 

reflect the reality.  We are all, each one of us, on many levels, a part of making this reality.  How do we, 

in our attitudes, our words, our actions, ensure that the unity God gives us in worship is what truly comes 

out? 

  If you ask most pastors they will tell you that when they preach a sermon on how everyone needs 

to unite, put their own preferences aside and pull together, it’s pretty guaranteed that they will get at least 

one person come to them and say, ‘good point, Pastor, there are some people here who really need to 

hear that’.  The reality is that I, you, we all need to hear that.  The human sinfulness which came out in 

the church of Corinth as selfishness, neglect of God, resentment and failure to forgive, it is there, we 

know, among us just as much today as it was back then because people are people.  That’s why we all 

need the grace and peace which God gives to us in Jesus.  It is uncomfortable to hear about it, to think 

about it, to honestly look at ourselves and see our own faults in this area, and then to want to do something 

about it.  But we are called to do that, we need to do that, because,  ‘You have been made holy because 

you belong to Christ Jesus. God has chosen you to be his holy people. He has done the same for all people 

everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is their Lord and ours.’ (v. 2)  We don’t seek unity 

as God’s people, we don’t create unity, we have unity.  It comes from being who we are.  And what that 
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also means is that when it comes to God’s grace and peace,  they are both received and shared.  That is 

what it is all about.  Receiving God’s grace and peace, knowing and living them out in our lives, we share 

them both with those who are a part of our Christian family, and those who don’t already know Him.   

 So what does that mean?  What does that change?  How does that come out in what we now do?  

What do I need to let go of for the sake of now doing this?  What do I need to perhaps ask God’s 

forgiveness and help with in this?  (some things to think about) 

  We thank God that we don’t make ourselves into being His people, or even have requirements 

that we need to keep up to remain His people, but that through the grace and peace we receive through 

Jesus, we are His people.  No slogans needed to convince us that this is true.  At the same time, we know 

that we aren’t, either individually or as a group, always perfect in living this out, so it’s important to 

always remember that when it comes to this grace and peace it is both received and shared.  May God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ always give you grace and peace, and as you receive it may He also 

help you to share it.  Amen. 

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

➢ Are there any slogans or sayings a group or sporting team has which you find to be particularly 

unifying? 

➢ What does this reading say about who God has made us to be, through Jesus?  What change and effect 

does this have on our life? 

➢ Have you been involved in any conflicts or splits which have occurred in a Christian community?  

Were you a part of them?  Were you hurt by them?  If there are still unresolved issues or hurt here, 

pray for God’s healing or forgiveness.  Consider how you can repair a relationship with a fellow 

Christian which remains damaged. 

➢ As Christians, we have a call to both live out the unity we have been given in Jesus so we can grow 

in our faith and Christian life, and so we can support the growth of others.  This unity is also an 

important part of our witness to others and enables us to work together to share God’s love.  How 

can you actively work to make this unity an outward reality in Christian communities which you are 

a part of? 

Pray:  thank God for all the blessings He gives us in Jesus, including His grace and peace, and that He 

brings us all together as One in Him.  Pray that He will help us live out this unity so we can share it both 

with each other and with those who don’t know Him.  Amen. 

 

Pastor Andrew R. Koehler 
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