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St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Tallebudgera 

16th January 2022 – Second Sunday after Epiphany 

I CORINTHIANS 12:1-11 

GIFTED TO SERVE 

 When we think about some popular and long running TV shows like Big Brother, Survivor, 

even shows like My Kitchen Rules and The Block can come in here, what do we think of?  What is 

the basis for these forms of ‘entertainment’?  They’re about judging people, aren’t they?  Looking at 

their strengths and weaknesses, evaluating their worth and ability to contribute to the group, and then 

deciding who is in and who is out; whose strengths, abilities, and even personality, are worth keeping, 

and who will either not be a positive contributor to the group, or perhaps is even seen as being a 

negative contributor. 

 The reason that these shows work and have been so popular for so long (unfortunately in my 

view) is that they do work on and appeal to our basic human nature.  It’s what we do each day in our 

lives, often without even thinking of it:  we observe, we evaluate, we select.  We see this play out in 

the animal kingdom, with the biggest and strongest pushing aside the weak so they can flourish and 

produce the most offspring.  Some birds even throw sick or weak chicks out of the nest so more food 

can be given to their strong and healthy young.  So, many people would say it’s natural for us to also 

observe, evaluate and select the people we want to be around, or to be a part of our group; that it’s all 

about us flourishing and being fulfilled and happy in our life, and achieving the most we can as a 

group.  We see children do it, often in not so subtle ways, but we know that as adults we regularly do 

it also; we observe, we evaluate, we select. 

 There are times when this kind of evaluation and selection is necessary, like when we are 

voting for our leaders, or selecting some one to carry out a particular role; at times like this we want 

to discover the strengths and gifts of people, and to select the most suited person we can to fill that 

role.  Nothing wrong with that, in fact, it’s being right and responsible.  But it becomes problem when 
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we totally exclude someone, see them as having no gifts or nothing to contribute to us, or when we 

rate gifts and roles as some being more important and valuable than others.  This is something we do 

in our community, and work, and social groups, and it’s also something we do all to regularly in our 

Christian communities. 

 Reading what Paul writes here in his first letter to the Christian community in Corinth, in the 

first half of chapter 12, this kind of judging, rating, selecting, perhaps even excluding people on the 

basis of their God given gifts appears to have been a problem for them also.   He writes, ‘My friends, 

you asked me about spiritual gifts.’ (v. 1) While we have the answer here, we don’t have the question, 

but from what Paul writes following this we see that he is addressing problems like judging others, 

seeing some gifts and abilities as being more important than others, and even using gifts to make 

yourself be more important or to get your own way.  If we look honestly at ourselves, as individuals, 

in whichever Christian community or group we are a part of, in whatever social communities or 

groups we are a part of, we see that the kind of judging, rating and excluding which the Corinthians 

were doing is still very much a part of how we often treat and view one another today. 

 This is one of those Bible readings which is pretty clear and straightforward.   As he gets into 

his message Paul writes, ‘There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but they all come from the same 

Spirit.’ (v.4)  That people are different, and we are all given different gifts, is not only necessary, but 

it’s essential, and, even more important, it’s a God-given reality.  Paul goes into this much more in 

the second half of this chapter when he talks about the eye needing the hand, the ear not being able 

to smell, etc, and we’ll go into this more next week.  But for now, just think about a group of people 

you are a part of.  As frustrating as differences might sometimes be, how do the differences of others 

add to your group?  How would it be if everyone was the same, gifted the same, had the same interests 

and abilities?  If everyone was just like you in abilities and interests, what things either wouldn’t get 

done, or wouldn’t be done as well as they are now?  Difference, variety, is good, necessary, and God-
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given.  ‘There are different ways to serve the same Lord, and we can each do different things. Yet the 

same God works in all of us and helps us in everything we do.’  (5,6) 

  From this comes some basic teachings which are good for us all to remember, and try to live 

by, when it comes to how we look at and value others and what they do.  The first of these is that it 

is God, through the Spirit, who decides who gets what gift.  This can be a hard one.  I would love to 

play music like some people I know, and I think that if I could I’d use that gift to praise and worship 

God.  But while I’ve had learnt a couple of instruments over the years, I’ve had to accept music is not 

one of my gifts.  That doesn’t mean I don’t enjoy music, or stop trying to learn, but that when I look 

at how God has gifted me in His service, there are other talents and abilities I’ve been given.  We all 

have these gifts, and we use them in our lives and in every community we’re a part of.  It’s hard not 

to be envious of the gifts of others, but recognise and thank God also for the gifts you’ve been given. 

 And the second thing we learn here is that we shouldn’t judge or discriminate between people 

and their gifts.  We’re not in a TV show where we have to vote someone off because their gift is less 

important.  As Paul lists the gifts for us here, and it’s not an exhaustive list there are many more, the 

point is that each gift is important, just like each person is important.  As people our tendency is to 

judge gifts on the basis of which is most popular, or most visible, or what gift do I personally receive 

the most benefit from.  Because they are all given by God, they are all just as important.  The Christian 

who cleans, or cares, or supports, or prays for, or quietly encourages, or does the things no one notices, 

is just as important, and gifted, as the people who are up front, leading, and always visible.  As we 

will look at more next week, all gifts are important, all are equal, all are given to us by God. 

 The verse which is in the middle of this reading, verse 7 , really helps us to put all of our gifts 

in to the right perspective, ‘The Spirit has given each of us a special way of serving others.’ (v. 7)  

The purpose of all of our gifts, whatever they are, is to … serve.  What words does service bring up 

for you?  Humility, selflessness, acceptance, giving, and I’m sure you have many more.  There is no 

room for egos here, for using our gifts to push ourselves up as being better than others.  There is also 
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no room for using our gifts to get what we want.  You sometimes hear horror stories from 

congregations, and thankfully I’ve never experienced them, of people who give a lot financially 

threatening to stop their contributions if they don’t get their own way, or music leaders threatening 

to stop playing if they can’t choose the music style, or leaders, and pastors, threatening to go if things 

aren’t all done the way they think they should be.  What does service mean?  Listening to God.  

Listening to others.  Caring about others.  Putting others first.  In all things thinking about how you 

use your gifts in ways which best carries out the ministry of God’s kingdom and serves other people. 

  We are all gifted, gifted to serve.  This week have a think about the gifts God has given you.  

We all have them.  If you like have a look online at some of the surveys you can do there to help you 

identify your gifts.  Think about how you use your gifts in service to God and others; if you are unsure 

about this maybe have a talk to someone and ask for their view.  Are there any ways you can be using 

your gifts more?  In all things, see the gifts you have as being another sign of God’s love and grace 

for us, that as individuals He loves each one of us and gifts us all in His service.  Go out to serve God, 

in His grace, seeking to share His love and grace in the ways He has equipped you to do.  Amen. 

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

You Are Gifted 

God has gifted each one of us, in various ways, in His service.  This isn’t just about service in the 

church or our Christian communities, but the gifts God gives us we use in all parts of our lives. 

➢ What gifts has God given you to serve Him?  See if you can list some off. 

➢ If you can, ask people who know you well what they see as being your gifts/ 

➢ If you have the means to do so, do an internet search for ‘survey of Christian spiritual gifts’, and 

take the survey.  Did the results surprise you at all?  Did you learn anything from them?  Do be 

careful to take results of surveys like this a bit cautiously. 

➢ Thinking about your gifts, are there ways that you could be using them more effectively in service 

to God and others?  What opportunities are there for you to do this? 

 

Encouraging the Gifts Of Others 

A gift we can all have, to varying degrees is the gift of encouragement. 

➢ Think about the people you know well, family and friends.  What gifts do they have?  How can 

you encourage them in both the use and development of their gifts? 

➢ Think about your fellow congregational members?  How can you both support and encourage 

them as they use their gifts so that God’s Kingdom can continue to be built up? 

 
Pastor Andrew R. Koehler 
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