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St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Tallebudgera 

10th May 2020 – Fifth Sunday of Easter  

JOHN 14:23-29 

LOVE, OBEDIENCE AND PEACE 

 Like so many things, Mother’s Day is a bit different for us this year.  For many of us we are 

not able to spend time with our mothers as we perhaps normally would, particularly if they live 

interstate.  For me, one positive is that I won’t get into trouble this Mother’s Day in the way that I 

usually do.  I normally end up only trying to book a table for lunch the day before Mother’s Day, 

which of course means we can’t get in anywhere, so we end up either having fish and chips on the 

beach or KFC at home.  But, this year, no one is going to be eating out anywhere, so instead I am 

cooking lunch at home.  Wait on the results of that! 

 There are many things that will be the same about this day, though.  One of these is what our 

mothers do for us and what they mean to us.  I want to give you a challenge right here and now; can 

you come up with three words which describe your mothers and your relationship with them?  I will 

just give you a bit of time to think about this yourself, or to discuss it if you are with other people 

right now: three words to describe your mothers and your relationship with them. 

 How did you go?  Was that easy or hard?  Of course, I can’t ask you to feed those words back 

to me the way I normally would, but I’m sure you came up with some good ones.  Three words I have 

are: Love, Obedience, and Peace.  They are not necessarily my top three or the first three which come 

to my mind, but they are three words which to me both describe our relationships with our mothers 

and also pick up on what Jesus is saying to us in our Gospel reading in John 14.  They are three words 

which describe how our relationships with our mothers can give us a good earthly example of our 

relationship with God. 
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 The first word is: Love.  No surprises there.  I would be assuming that for many of you this is 

the first word you came up with when you thought of your mothers.  The love our mothers give us, 

hopefully, is a very unconditional love, isn’t it?  They love us no matter what.  We may do things 

which disappoint them, upset them, even make them angry with us, but still they always love us.  

They love us before we are born; before they know what we will look like, what our personalities 

will be like, how easy we will be to live with.  They love us because we are theirs.  Love; pure and 

unconditional. 

 And then: Obedience.  This is a word which can have a real negative sense, but here, both as 

Jesus uses it and in applying it to our mothers, we can use it in a positive way.   This is an obedience 

which comes from love, not fear.  It is obedience which determines what we do in response to what 

has been done for us, the love which is shown, rather than out of a fear for what will be done, a 

punishment (of course, that is there with our mothers also!).  When we have a loving relationship 

with our mother, we hold to her values and standards long after she is able to punish us for not doing 

so, because we love and trust her, and we know she gave us these things for our good.   

 Peace.  The peace of comfort and acceptance in knowing there is nothing we go through in 

which our mothers are not with us.  Having our grandchildren stay with us at the moment I am 

reminded that there is nothing like a cuddle from mum to quickly make things better when a young 

child has fallen over, or become afraid or upset.  The peace of knowing Mum is there to be with you, 

to help you, in everything you go through. 

 Love, Obedience and Peace.  Three words we can use to describe our relationships with our 

mothers.  Three words also Jesus uses here in John 14 to describe our relationship with God. 

 In the same way that the love our mothers show us, usually, is unconditional, we know that 

God’s love truly is.  He tells us that He loves us before we are first conceived.  Long before we can 

even begin to love God, He loves us.  And, if we ever move away and stop loving Him, He continues 
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to love us.  He created and cares for us, sent Jesus to die for us, gives us the Holy Spirit to give us 

faith.  A love which does all it can to care for us, and all it can to keep us close to Him. 

 As Jesus says here, Obedience also plays a big part in this relationship.  Here Jesus ties it 

directly in with our relationship with God: ‘If anyone loves me, they will obey me. Then my Father 

will love them, and we will come to them and live in them.  But anyone who doesn’t love me, won’t 

obey me.’ (John 14:23-24a CEV)  Our obedience to God is based on love.  It is a trust that God loves 

us and wants what is best for us.  We can make people obey us out of fear of punishment, but that 

only works for as long as that punishment is possible.  Much better and longer lasting is an obedience 

based on love, on trust, on knowing that the One we follow only wants what is best and safest for us.   

 And: Peace.  As someone in our congregation likes to often remind me, because she finds so 

much comfort in this; the peace which passes all understanding.  For me, this peace is like the picture 

of a child snuggled tightly into his or her mother, and no matter what is going on around them feeling 

snug, safe and secure.  It’s the peace of knowing God is always with us.  The peace in knowing that 

even if God doesn’t take what we are scared of away, He will help us to face it and move through it.  

The peace in knowing that, ultimately, God will take us to be with Him.  Jesus doesn’t just wish us 

this peace, He gives us this peace.  It’s the peace which comes from knowing and living in His love. 

 As we celebrate Mother’s Day, whether we are with our mothers or not, we remember that 

we have so much to be thankful for from them.  Thinking about these three words: Love, Obedience, 

and Peace, we think not only of how they relate to our mothers, but especially how they relate to our 

relationship with God.  Know His love and live in it each day.  Seek to obey Him in trust because you 

know He wants what is best for us. And lay yourself in His arms, so that you can experience that great 

peace which can only come from being safe and secure with Him.  Amen. 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, we thank you for the Love, Obedience and Peace which define our 

relationship with you.  Hold us strong and secure in your love each day.  Amen. 
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FURTHER REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION 

You are invited to go into some of our themes for this week in more detail, using the points and 

questions below to either reflect on these yourself or to discuss them either with those you are with, 

or perhaps in video or phone calls with others: 

Love 

For many of us this is probably the word which first comes to mind when describing both our 

relationship with our mothers and our relationship with God.  While the love of mothers is, 

unfortunately, not always perfect though, we know that God’s love is. 

➢ What are some specific instances, examples, stories, etc, that come to mind when you think 

of God’s love for us? 

➢ What does it mean for us that God’s love is unconditional?  How does this affect the 

relationship we have with Him? 

➢ Do you always see/feel God’s love in your life, or do you sometimes allow it to be crowded 

out by things either around or inside of you?  Consider how you can keep the love of God at 

the centre of your life, and of all you think, feel and do. 

Obedience 

When we think of this word we often think of threats, like the ‘classic’ mother’s threat of; “wait ‘til 

your father gets home!”.  Ultimately though, particularly as we get older, we ‘obey’ our mothers out 

of love; an understanding that they want what is best for us, so it is good to follow what they teach 

us. 

The same can be said of our relationship with God.  Jesus tells us here that when we have a true and 

loving relationship with God we obey Him because we trust Him, we want to please Him, and because 

of everything He does for us.  While Christians sometimes emphasise the angry face of God in 

judgement, much more effective, and accurate, is the face of the loving God who calls us to follow 

and obey Him in love. 

➢ Think about some ways God calls us to obey (follow) Him today?  What are the rules He 

gives us?  How do these rules protect us and others around us? 

➢ What is the difference between having a relationship with God which is based on fear of 

punishment, and one which is based on trust and responding to the love He shows to us? 

Peace 

The peace which passes all understanding.  What a beautiful thing this is, particularly at times like 

now when we are in situations we don’t really have a lot of control over, we are unsure of the outcome, 

but we know that we can always trust God to carry us through. 

➢ What does this peace of God mean to you? Is there a picture you can use to describe to it?  Or 

can you relate it to a feeling, or some other example? 

➢ Are there things which sometimes get in the way of the peace you have with God?  Fears, 

worries or anxieties?  Other people or things which call you to trust in them instead, but end 

up letting you down?   

➢ Do you have anything you do to help you feel and experience God’s peace when you need it? 

 

Pastor Andrew Koehler 
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