
BIBLE READINGS SUNDAY 17th May 
Acts 17:22-28 
22 So Paul stood up in front of the council and said: 
People of Athens, I see that you are very religious. 23 As I was going through your 
city and looking at the things you worship, I found an altar with the words, “To an 
Unknown God.” You worship this God, but you don’t really know him. So I want to 
tell you about him. 24 This God made the world and everything in it. He is Lord of 
heaven and earth, and he doesn’t live in temples built by human hands. 25 He 
doesn’t need help from anyone. He gives life, breath, and everything else to all 
people. 26 From one person God made all nations who live on earth, and he 
decided when and where every nation would be. 
27 God has done all this, so that we will look for him and reach out and find him. He 
isn’t far from any of us, 28 and he gives us the power to live, to move, and to be who 
we are. “We are his children,” just as some of your poets have said. 
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1 Peter 3:13-17 
13 Can anyone really harm you for being eager to do good deeds? 14 Even if you 
have to suffer for doing good things, God will bless you. So stop being afraid and 
don’t worry about what people might do. 15 Honor Christ and let him be the Lord of 
your life. 
Always be ready to give an answer when someone asks you about your 
hope. 16 Give a kind and respectful answer and keep your conscience clear. This 
way you will make people ashamed for saying bad things about your good conduct 
as a follower of Christ. 17 You are better off to obey God and suffer for doing right 
than to suffer for doing wrong. 
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John 14:15-21 

15 Jesus said to his disciples: 
If you love me, you will do as I command. 16 Then I will ask the Father to send you 
the Holy Spirit who will help you and always be with you. 17 The Spirit will show you 
what is true. The people of this world cannot accept the Spirit, because they don’t 
see or know him. But you know the Spirit, who is with you and will keep on living in 
you. 
18 I won’t leave you like orphans. I will come back to you. 19 In a little while the 
people of this world won’t be able to see me, but you will see me. And because I 
live, you will live. 20 Then you will know that I am one with the Father. You will know 
that you are one with me, and I am one with you. 21 If you love me, you will do what 
I have said, and my Father will love you. I will also love you and show you what I 
am like. 
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