
BIBLE READINGS SUNDAY 1st AUGUST 
 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:14 
26 When Bathsheba heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for 
him. 27 Then after the time for mourning was over, David sent someone 
to bring her to the palace. She became David’s wife, and they had a son. 
The LORD was angry at what David had done, 12 1 and he sent Nathan 
the prophet to tell this story to David: 
A rich man and a poor man lived in the same town. 2 The rich man 
owned a lot of sheep and cattle, 3 but the poor man had only one little 
lamb that he had bought and raised. The lamb became a pet for him and 
his children. He even let it eat from his plate and drink from his cup and 
sleep on his lap. The lamb was like one of his own children. 
4 One day someone came to visit the rich man, but the rich man didn’t 
want to kill any of his own sheep or cattle and serve it to the visitor. So 
he stole the poor man’s little lamb and served it instead. 
5 David was furious with the rich man and said to Nathan, “I swear by the 
living LORD that the man who did this deserves to die! 6 And because he 
didn’t have any pity on the poor man, he will have to pay four times what 
the lamb was worth.” 
7 Then Nathan told David: 
You are that rich man! Now listen to what the LORD God of Israel says to 
you: “I chose you to be the king of Israel. I kept you safe from Saul 8 and 
even gave you his house and his wives. I let you rule Israel and Judah, 
and if that had not been enough, I would have given you much 
more. 9 Why did you disobey me and do such a horrible thing? You 
murdered Uriah the Hittite by having the Ammonites kill him, so you 
could take his wife. 
10 “Because you wouldn’t obey me and took Uriah’s wife for yourself, 
your family will never live in peace. 11 Someone from your own family will 
cause you a lot of trouble, and I will take your wives and give them to 
another man before your very eyes. He will go to bed with them while 
everyone looks on. 12 What you did was in secret, but I will do this in the 
open for everyone in Israel to see.” 
13-14 David said, “I have disobeyed the LORD.” 
“Yes, you have!” Nathan answered. “You showed you didn’t care what 
the LORD wanted. He has forgiven you, and you won’t die. But your 
newborn son will.” 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
  



Ephesians 4:1-6 
As a prisoner of the Lord, I beg you to live in a way that is worthy of the 
people God has chosen to be his own. 2 Always be humble and gentle. 
Patiently put up with each other and love each other. 3 Try your best to 
let God’s Spirit keep your hearts united. Do this by living at peace. 4 All 
of you are part of the same body. There is only one Spirit of God, just as 
you were given one hope when you were chosen to be God’s 
people. 5 We have only one Lord, one faith, and one baptism. 6 There is 
one God who is the Father of all people. Not only is God above all 
others, but he works by using all of us, and he lives in all of us. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
John 6:24-35 
24 They saw that Jesus and his disciples had left. Then they got into the 
boats and went to Capernaum to look for Jesus. 25 They found him on 
the west side of the lake and asked, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 
26 Jesus answered, “I tell you for certain that you are not looking for me 
because you saw the miracles, but because you ate all the food you 
wanted. 27 Don’t work for food that spoils. Work for food that gives 
eternal life. The Son of Man will give you this food, because God the 
Father has given him the right to do so.” 
28 “What exactly does God want us to do?” the people asked. 
29 Jesus answered, “God wants you to have faith in the one he sent.” 
30 They replied, “What miracle will you work, so that we can have faith in 
you? What will you do? 31 For example, when our ancestors were in the 
desert, they were given manna to eat. It happened just as the Scriptures 
say, ‘God gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 
32 Jesus then told them, “I tell you for certain that Moses wasn’t the one 
who gave you bread from heaven. My Father is the one who gives you 
the true bread from heaven. 33 And the bread that God gives is the one 
who came down from heaven to give life to the world.” 
34 The people said, “Lord, give us this bread and don’t ever stop!” 
35 Jesus replied: 
I am the bread that gives life! No one who comes to me will ever be 
hungry. No one who has faith in me will ever be thirsty. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 


