
BIBLE READINGS 
 
Ezekiel 37:1-4 

 Some time later, I felt the LORD’s power take control of me, and his Spirit 

carried me to a valley full of bones. 2 The LORD showed me all around, and 

everywhere I looked I saw bones that were dried out. 3 He said, “Ezekiel, son 

of man, can these bones come back to life?” 

I replied, “LORD God, only you can answer that.” 

4 He then told me to say: 

Dry bones, listen to what the LORD is saying to you. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Romans 8:1-4 

If you belong to Christ Jesus, you won’t be punished. 2 The Holy Spirit will give 
you life that comes from Christ Jesus and will set you free from sin and 
death. 3 The Law of Moses cannot do this, because our selfish desires make 
the Law weak. But God set you free when he sent his own Son to be like us 
sinners and to be a sacrifice for our sin. God used Christ’s body to condemn 
sin. 4 He did this, so that we would do what the Law commands by obeying the 
Spirit instead of our own desires. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
John 11:1-45 
1-2 A man by the name of Lazarus was sick in the village of Bethany. He had 
two sisters, Mary and Martha. This was the same Mary who later poured 
perfume on the Lord’s head and wiped his feet with her hair. 3 The sisters sent 
a message to the Lord and told him that his good friend Lazarus was sick. 
4 When Jesus heard this, he said, “His sickness won’t end in death. It will bring 
glory to God and his Son.” 
5 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and brother. 6 But he stayed where he was 
for two more days. 7 Then he said to his disciples, “Now we will go back to 
Judea.” 
8 “Teacher,” they said, “the people there want to stone you to death! Why do 
you want to go back?” 
9 Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve hours in each day? If you walk during 
the day, you will have light from the sun, and you won’t stumble. 10 But if you 
walk during the night, you will stumble, because you don’t have any 
light.” 11 Then he told them, “Our friend Lazarus is asleep, and I am going there 
to wake him up.” 



12 They replied, “Lord, if he is asleep, he will get better.” 13 Jesus really meant 
that Lazarus was dead, but they thought he was talking only about sleep. 
14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead! 15 I am glad that I wasn’t 
there, because now you will have a chance to put your faith in me. Let’s go to 
him.” 
16 Thomas, whose nickname was “Twin,” said to the other disciples, “Come on. 
Let’s go, so we can die with him.” 
17 When Jesus got to Bethany, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb four days. 18 Bethany was only about two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and 
many people had come from the city to comfort Martha and Mary because 
their brother had died. 
20 When Martha heard that Jesus had arrived, she went out to meet him, but 
Mary stayed in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. 22 Yet even now I know that God will do 
anything you ask.” 
23 Jesus told her, “Your brother will live again!” 
24 Martha answered, “I know that he will be raised to life on the last day, when 
all the dead are raised.” 
25 Jesus then said, “I am the one who raises the dead to life! Everyone who 
has faith in me will live, even if they die. 26 And everyone who lives because of 
faith in me will never really die. Do you believe this?” 
27 “Yes, Lord!” she replied. “I believe that you are Christ, the Son of God. You 
are the one we hoped would come into the world.” 
28 After Martha said this, she went and privately said to her sister Mary, “The 
Teacher is here, and he wants to see you.” 29 As soon as Mary heard this, she 
got up and went out to Jesus. 30 He was still outside the village where Martha 
had gone to meet him. 31 Many people had come to comfort Mary, and when 
they saw her quickly leave the house, they thought she was going out to the 
tomb to cry. So they followed her. 
32 Mary went to where Jesus was. Then as soon as she saw him, she knelt at 
his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” 
33 When Jesus saw that Mary and the people with her were crying, he was 
terribly upset 34 and asked, “Where have you put his body?” 
They replied, “Lord, come and you will see.” 
35 Jesus started crying, 36 and the people said, “See how much he loved 
Lazarus.” 
37 Some of them said, “He gives sight to the blind. Why couldn’t he have kept 
Lazarus from dying?” 
38 Jesus was still terribly upset. So he went to the tomb, which was a cave with 
a stone rolled against the entrance. 39 Then he told the people to roll the stone 
away. But Martha said, “Lord, you know that Lazarus has been dead four 
days, and there will be a bad smell.” 
40 Jesus replied, “Didn’t I tell you that if you had faith, you would see the glory 
of God?” 



41 After the stone had been rolled aside, Jesus looked up toward heaven and 
prayed, “Father, I thank you for answering my prayer. 42 I know that you always 
answer my prayers. But I said this, so that the people here would believe that 
you sent me.” 
43 When Jesus had finished praying, he shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The 
man who had been dead came out. His hands and feet were wrapped with 
strips of burial cloth, and a cloth covered his face. 
Jesus then told the people, “Untie him and let him go.” 
45 Many of the people who had come to visit Mary saw the things that Jesus 
did, and they put their faith in him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 


