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St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Tallebudgera 

20th November 2022 – Last Sunday of the Church Year 

Colossians 1:11-20 

JESUS IS … 

  Jesus is ….?  How would you finish that statement?  Don’t rush in with a quick answer like we 

often do, but have a think about it.  What would you say to that, and why would you say it?  Is your 

answer based on something you’ve been taught, or a Bible reading or the line from a hymn or song 

which comes into your head straight away?  Is it based on a particular name, position or role of Jesus 

which means a lot to you in your life?  How would you finish this statement?  Some names and titles 

which will come up are: our Saviour, King, God, my Redeemer, the Good Shepherd or perhaps one of 

the other ‘I am ‘sayings.  I don’t really know why, but for me whenever I look at this ‘Lord’ comes 

straight into my head.  They are all right answers, and there are plenty more, because we know that it is 

hard to put Jesus into just one name and description. 

 Today is the end of the Church year, which means that next Sunday is beginning of Advent.  

That means that Christmas is fast approaching for us, which I’m sure you all know.  It also means that 

whenever we go to the shops Jesus is all around us, even though many people don’t see Him.  Every 

time I’m in a shop and I go past a Christmas tree either on display or for sale, I think of the green tree 

representing the new life we have in Jesus now, and the tree reaching up to heaven and the life God has 

promised us there in Jesus because He was born, died and rose again for us.  People love Christmas, 

they love what they call the ‘magic’ of this time of the year, but they don’t know that what they are 

perhaps looking for in their lives all year can be found in who is behind this special time.  

 Jesus is …?  How would many people complete that statement today, what would they say?  

Among their answers we would have some who would say He is a tradition, legend, or belief which 

some people still follow but which, like other religious beliefs, is outdated in this modern day and age.  

Others might say He was a great religious and moral leader, like Gandhi, Confucius, even the Dalai 

Lama, but that Christians have made way too much of Him.  In the 2021 Australian Census 43% of 
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Australians identified themselves as Christians, meaning they believe that Jesus is God and our Saviour.  

But we know that among us as Christians there are still a wide variety of ways we would finish this 

statement. 

 Our world, all of our society, might not know Jesus, but does our world need Jesus?  Absolutely.  

Just as much now as ever.  People weighed down by guilt, trying to find hope and meaning in ways and 

places which are more harmful than beneficial, relationships which need to have His love and 

forgiveness at the centre of them, all of these needs are there just as much now as they have ever been. 

 2,000 years ago, Paul wrote the words we have in this reading to Christians who were living in 

a society in which many people did not know Jesus, who did not know how to complete this statement.  

To this young Church he not only told them who Jesus is, but also why that is so important. 

 This is one of those readings which if we move it around a bit we can get a bit of a different  

view of it; in this case we can see the ‘who?’ and then the ‘why?’.   So, let’s have a look at verses 15 to 

18 to start off with.  What do you see there?  Does anything pop out at you?  It is hard to put Jesus into 

one short statement, but here Paul has done a pretty good job of summing Him up.  We read here that 

Jesus is, ‘exactly like God’.  He is the ‘first-born son’.  He was involved in the Creation event.  And 

that, ‘He is the head of His body, which is the Church’.  From this we can say that; Jesus is God, supreme 

and powerful over everything.   

 Going on then to  verses 19 to 20 we come to the description that many of us would perhaps go 

to straight away when thinking of who Jesus is; He is our Saviour.  He is the One who as true God, His 

Father sent to die and rise again so that we could all be brought back to God.  He is our Redeemer, the 

perfect sacrifice which was needed to pay for our sins.  We know that; that’s why we come to worship 

Him, to thank Him, to praise Him, to ask God to help us to stay close to Him.   

 All of that begins to complete that statement of ‘Jesus is …’, but it talks about the ‘who?’ which 

while important is only one part of it.  Just as important is the ‘why?’, and we see that back at the 

beginning of the reading.    The why?, and what makes us knowing all of that other stuff so important, 

is that Jesus came to give us patience and strength to help us in everything we go through, to make us 
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happy in our lives right now, to help us to know that we are a part of God’s Kingdom and enable to live 

lives of gratitude for that.  We are rescued, we are restored to our relationship with God.  And that’s all 

because through Jesus we have been forgiven and set free from the sin, the guilt, the hurt and the pain 

which our sins can bring to us.  Is that amazing news?  For many of us, having known it for so long, 

perhaps even for our whole lives, we might go, ‘oh yeh’ (we’re excited on the inside).  But think about 

what the hope and peace which come to us through Jesus really mean for us.  Jesus is my Saviour, my 

King, my Redeemer, the forgiver of my sins, the healer of my hurts, the Guide and example in my life, 

the loving model for my relationships.  

  As God and as my Saviour, Jesus is everything to me.  That’s hard to sum up in just a few 

words, isn’t it?  So perhaps we just use a picture instead ; the picture of Jesus on the cross, dying for us.  

The cross, which reminds us that God in His love gave up His Son so we can be saved.  The cross which 

represents the ultimate love, sacrifice, and obedience.    The cross which is also my constant reminder 

that I am loved, I am forgiven, I already live my life with God as part of His Kingdom. 

 There is the who?, there is the why?,  but the words of this reading were also written to lead us 

onto another question, and that’s: now what?  And for that, we can complete this statement by saying 

that Jesus is …. for everyone.  What does that mean for us?  What does it mean for who we are as 

Church, how we do Church?  As people we very often like things being the way they always have been, 

we like being with either people we know well or people who think, speak and act the way we do.    We 

easily get very comfortable in our own space, with our own people, doing things our own way.  But is 

that what we are being called to do when we look at all those answers to who Jesus is that we have been 

through here?  This message for us is life changing, we know that, that’s why we believe and base our 

lives on it.  In a world in which Jesus is all around but many people don’t know Him, and of those who 

do many don’t place Him as a central part of their lives, we are called to put ourselves aside to show 

what He means, to share what He means, to be looking for not how we can best please or satisfy 

ourselves but how we can be reaching out and most effectively sharing the good news of His love with 

others.  That may a bit uncomfortable for us, and it can and will be.  But when we look to the cross and 
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see all Jesus has done for us there we see what it means to know God’s love, and in love and gratitude 

do all we can so that others can know it too. 

 Jesus is ….. . Perhaps you have the same response to this as you had at the beginning, maybe 

it’s changed.  Maybe you have a different answer at different times, on different days, depending on 

what you are going through.  For me, it might be copping out, but I like to use the picture of the cross 

rather than words to say who Jesus is for me, because that sums up so much.   As we move into the 

season of Advent, it’s a good time to reflect on and remember who Jesus is for us.  It’s a time also to 

remember why that is important for us and what it means in our lives.  It’s a time also to think about 

what this news can now mean for others and how we can be a part of taking it out.  This week, try and 

have a think at different times how you complete this statement; write it on your hand, put a note on 

your phone, stick a note in your car, on the fridge, on your desk.  Jesus is …. so many things to us.  

Know it.  Live it.  Share it.  Amen.   

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

 

Jesus is … - the who? 

➢ Is there one particular name/image/title of Jesus which pops up for you when you think of this 

statement? 

➢ Go through the list of what comes up for you in response to this; if you want right them down or 

discuss them with others. 

➢ Is there a reason why a particular name/image/title of Jesus is special for you? 

 

Jesus is … - the why? 

➢ What does Jesus mean to you in your life?  If you have had your faith for a long time, maybe even 

your whole life, take the time to stop and really think about what He means to you? 

➢ How is the way you approach life, and how you deal with things, different because Jesus is a part 

of your life? 

➢ As you see the hurt, pain, anger, anxiety, around us, can knowing Jesus make a difference for all 

people? 

 

Jesus is for everyone 

➢ Consider how God is calling you to share your faith; in how you live, act, and speak. 

➢ Is there anyone in your life who you believe needs Jesus right now? 

➢ Think about the Church family you are involved in; how can you and all involved there change 

your priorities and focus so that your purpose becomes more about reaching out to others than 

satisfying yourselves? 

 

Pray:  Thank God for sending Jesus to be our Saviour, and for everything else He is to us.  Ask that 

we will always know His love, live in His love, and share His love in our lives.  Amen. 

 
Pastor Andrew R. Koehler 

20.11.2022 


