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LIVING GRACE

What does the ending of one year, and the beginning of another, mean to you? I’m not referring to whether
or not you go out and party, or celebrate in some other way, but do you use it as an opportunity to stop, to reflect on
what has happened, to think about the meaning of these events, and then to think about what is coming in the future?
Do you look forward to those specials presented in various forms of media at the end of each year which go through
the things which have happened, the people who have died, maybe those who have been born, and then come up
some theories about what all this might mean for the year to come? Within your own family, and your own life, does
the ending of a year give a time to thank God for the blessings of the past year, thanks for what He has brought us
through, and to ask for His continued protection and blessings in the year to come? Maybe you just totally pass over
this time of transition from one year to another, and that’s ok too. But if you do stop to remember, reflect, and think

ahead, what things do you think about, what questions do you have?

You might be thinking right now, ‘Hang on a minute! Christmas is coming fast enough, and now you’re
trying to push us into the end of the year!’, but today is the last Sunday of the Church year. Next week we begin the
season of Advent, the four weeks before Christmas, and it’s right that Advent is the beginning a new Church year as
it is a time of preparing for a new beginning, when God’s Son, our Saviour, comes into the world. So, just like some
of us do at the end of our calendar year, at this time we can stop, reflect on what has happened, consider what might

happen, and have all our questions on how these things might fit together.

Looking back on the past, considering the present, thinking about the future. These are things we do not just
at the transition from one year to another, but which we can do at various times. And, I’'m going to suggest, as we
do this there are a lot of questions which can come up for us: why did that event happen? How does what happened
then affect what I am going through right now? And, how will things play out in the future, what will the final result
of all this be? I don’t know about you, but when it comes to doing this I often feel like I have a lot more questions

than I do answers!



You may be familiar with the TV quiz game show, Jeopardy. It seems to be big in the US, but after a couple
of tries here in Australia it hasn’t ever really taken off. It takes the quiz approach of making the question become the
answer, for example: ‘I am the Australian Prime Minister who was dismissed by Governor General John Kerr’.
Answer: ‘Who is Gough Whitlam’. When I read this reading, it somehow reminds me of the Jeopardy approach of
answers before questions, with all the things which are written here answering the one big question which affects all
others: Who is Jesus? Have a look at some of the things which are written here: ‘He is the first-born Son, superior
to all creation.” (15b) Who is Jesus? ‘All things were created by God's Son, and everything was made for him.” (16b)
Who is Jesus? ‘He is the head of his body, which is the church.’(18a) Who is Jesus? ‘And God was pleased for him
to make peace by sacrificing his blood on the cross.’ (20a) Who is Jesus? And there are a lot more in there too. The
answer that we, and others, seek to the questions of why things have happened in our lives, why they are happening,

and what will happen, can often be found in the answers we have to that question of ‘Who is Jesus?’

What are the questions we have in our lives? On a wider level, they can be questions about why bad stuff
has happened, is happening, and we know will continue to happen to people. Sometimes we can directly explain this
away by saying that bad things happen because of people’s wrong choices and actions; greed, selfishness, etc. But
on many other occasions we see people suffering through no fault of their own or that of others, and we can struggle
with what to make of that. For some people, coming up with the answer that God either doesn’t care or can’t do
anything, this becomes a direct threat to their faith. These situations can also leave us with questions we struggle to

answer. We, they, can struggle because we are still trying to find that answer to the question of ‘Who is Jesus?’

How about in our personal lives? In reflecting, considering, thinking, what questions come up for us here?
Why isn’t everyone easier to get on with? Why doesn’t everything in my life turn out the way I wish it would? Why
can it sometimes feel so hard to do the right thing by others, and still do right by myself? Why does my guilt for
what I’ve done in the past still stay with me? Why do I find it hard to move on from my regrets? What’s the future
for me, how will all of this turn out? Where is God in all that I’'m seeing and going through? And I’'m sure you can
think of more. We can apply these kinds of questions both to what we go through ourselves, and also in what we see
in the lives of those who are close to us. How does the way we answer the question of “Who is Jesus?’ affect the

way we look at all these things?



There is a lot in this reading, and it’s all good stuff and gives great answers to our question, but let’s try to
break it down a bit more. Jesus is God, He always was and always will be. With God He was a part of Creation,
which started off perfect until it was ruined by sin and evil. And then, this is what becomes important in answering
all of our questions, Jesus became the answer to the question of what God would do about sin and evil in the world;
God sent Jesus to be the Saviour for us all. He died and rose again so we too can have new life, and in doing so He
brought us back into a perfect relationship with God, a relationship in which we know that although we go through

all those other things God is always with us.

But that’s maybe still a bit long too, so let’s break it down even more: Jesus is God’s Living Grace in our
world and in our lives. Not only was Jesus involved in the Creation of the world, when that world was no longer
perfect, He came down to be a part of it for us. God’s grace means God’s free gift of love for us, His care whatever
we go through. It is in Jesus that we see and experience this happening in a very real way. It is a Living Grace,
because not only did He live in the past, but He continues to live today, and will live for us in the future. It’s the
grace we hear about in God’s Word; hearing God’s promises and how, in Jesus, they have been, are being, and will
be, fulfilled. It’s the grace of our Baptism, when the Holy Spirit works through water and God’s Word to bring us
into God’s family, creating a bond and relationship with us which He will never break. It’s the grace of Holy
Communion, as we are joined to both Jesus dying and rising for us as we receive His body and blood with the bread
and wine. Who is Jesus? He is Living Grace in our lives, bringing to us the hope, peace and joy God both promises

us and want for us through His love.

A New Year is often a time when people make resolutions, although most of us struggle to keep them beyond
a few hours at most. So, I don’t what to get you to make a resolution, but I do want to help you to know, to live in,
and to live out this Living Grace in your lives each day. Beginning at Pentecost this year we had some Pentecost
cards which had a prayer on them which you were encouraged to put somewhere you could see and pray it each day.
As we go into the new Church year, we have Advent, then Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter, all times when we
focus on the work of Jesus, God’s Living Grace, in our lives and our world.  So, we now have Living Grace cards
which I encourage you to use for the next five or so months, and to pray this prayer each day: Lord, thank you that

in Jesus your love and grace has come into our world and our lives. Help me to live and to love in a way that helps



others to know your grace also. Amen. It’s a reminder that each day we can know God’s grace, live in God’s grace,

and share God’s grace.

Also, you may remember the ‘red dots’ you could collect last time and put on places like your watch, phone,
computer screen, etc. Because in the Church we use the colour white for the festivals about Jesus, we now have
white ‘Living Grace Prayer Dots’. The purpose of these is to remind you, each time you see these white dots
throughout the day, to pray the prayer on the flip side of the Living Grace cards: Lord Jesus, as I am living in your
grace, help me to live out your grace. 1 will talk about these things more as we go through these seasons and festivals,
but the point of them is to remind us, in all we go through, especially when we need reminding, that the answer to
our questions of ‘where is God?’, ‘what is God doing here?’, is there any purpose to it all?’, the answer is that God

sent Jesus to be His Living Grace in our world, in the past, still today, and into the future.

However you approach the end and beginning of a calendar year, finishing the end of the Church year and
moving into the preparation of the time of Advent gives us the chance to reflect on who Jesus is for us, and what that
means for both us and the world. And the answer; He is God’s Living Grace for us all. That’s something we can
know whatever we go through, even when we struggle with it. It’s true, it’s real, because it doesn’t rely on what we
do at all, but on what God has done and is doing for us through Jesus. We can pray, sometimes confidently, sometimes
with a struggle, but always knowing that God’s love for us in Jesus does give us the answers: Lord, thank you that in
Jesus your love and grace has come into our world and our lives. Help me to live and to love in a way that helps

others to know your grace also. Amen.

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION

» Whenever you stop to reflect on what has happened, is happening, will happen, what are some of the questions
you have? What answers do you come up with? Do these answers, or lack of them, sometimes affect your faith?

» Go through the reading: Colossians 1:11-20. How many statements can you find in there which directly answer
the question, ‘Who is Jesus?” What do these statements tell you about who Jesus is for us in our lives today?

» We are reminded, here and elsewhere, that we live in God’s Living Grace each day. In a real and practical way,
what does this mean for you? What difference does it make to your life? Do you always find it easy to remember,
live in, and share this grace, or is it sometimes a struggle?

» Where can you put a ‘Living Grace’ card so you can pray this prayer each day? Where can you put some white
dots so you can see them throughout the day?

Pray: Lord Jesus, as I am living in your grace, help me to live out your grace. Amen.
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