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Isaiah 11:1-10 

SHOOT OF PEACE 

 In Australia, unfortunately, we are very used to the death and destruction which 

is caused by large bushfires.  We know that for many of our ecosystems and plants these 

fires are needed to both clean away old growth and to enable the germination of some 

seeds; they’ve always been a necessary part of this land’s cycle throughout the ages.  We 

know too though that each year these fires destroy crops and kill livestock which farmers 

rely on for their livelihood.  They wipe out people’s houses, sometimes even in towns.  

And sadly, each year, they take the lives of people who find themselves trapped and 

unable to escape their ferocity.  Every summer we will most likely see scenes of 

blackened devastation where a fire which couldn’t be controlled has rolled through to kill 

native wildlife and livestock, destroyed buildings and homes, and all too often, sadly, 

taken lives.  What we see then either on our screens or firsthand is a black and lifeless 

landscape. 

 But we know that there is another side to this, don’t we?  As bad and destructive 

as those fires can be, our land rebounds very strongly with new life as nature responds to 

what we view as a tragedy.  We see that happen regularly.  When I was a child growing 

up on Kangaroo Island we used to have bush fires regularly around us (but no where near 

on the scale they burned there in early 2020).  After the fires that would regularly occur 

every summer, each weekend we would drive through the blackened landscape on our 

way to the beach.  As the year went on, and the rains came, we started to see the shoots 

of new life growing.  These shoots became branches, and with their growth came the 

return of animals and birds to those areas.  After a while, nature had done its thing, and 

driving through those areas it was hard to imagine how black and bare they had been.  



2 
 

That’s something we see regularly wherever the destructive power of a bushfire has gone 

through; from the view of nature at least, what was dead and destroyed becomes a place 

of new and rejuvenated life. 

 That picture of burnt-out bushland with a few new shoots starting to sprout is an 

image which comes into my head, and I’m sure many others, when we hear these well-

known words of Isaiah, ‘Like a branch that sprouts from a stump, someone from David's 

family will someday be king.’ (Isaiah 11:1 CEV)  They are words which are full of 

promise and hope of what is to come, like that image of new shoots in a blackened land.  

And, when we take them with the description of what this new king will bring, they are 

words of peace.  This time of Advent, of which we are now in week two, is a time of 

expectation, so it is no surprise that a reading like this this occurs here.   

 On this second Sunday of Advent, we look forward to the ‘peace’ which comes 

into the world through Jesus.  How would you define the word peace?  Most likely you 

would say that it is the absence of conflict, everybody getting on well together.  Another 

common answer would be that it is quiet and still.  They are both very correct answers, 

but only a part of what is meant by ‘peace’ when it is spoken of in the Bible.  The Old 

Testament word for peace,  ‘shalom’ means these things, but a whole lot more.  The best 

way that we can describe it is meaning, ‘completeness’, or ‘complete calm’.  For me, I 

think of it as being that feeling when everyone in your family is going well, and you have 

no worries or concerns about anything.  You feel, ‘at peace with the world’, is a saying 

we might sometimes use.   

 I’m sure that for you, as for me, whenever we do feel that peace it doesn’t 

necessarily last all that long.  Something happens, to you or to someone else, which causes 

you a bit of worry or concern again.  And if we look at ‘peace’ as it is described here by 

Isaiah, both peace between nations and peace in Creation, it is very likely easier to see 
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where it isn’t rather than where it is.  We see wars, still now and always.  No matter how 

‘civilised’ we believe we have become as people, there are still always nations or groups 

which want to take what they want or get their own way simply by force.  We see violence 

within societies and within families.  We see people who suffer or miss out on life simply 

because of the circumstances of their birth or things which have happened to them which 

are no fault of their own.  We see divisions within families.  We see people missing out 

when most of us have much more than we need.  In the midst of what may often seem to 

be a dead and blackened landscape, it can be hard to see the hope of peace in the way it 

is described here and elsewhere in the Bible. 

 When we see those blackened landscapes, particularly when they have been the 

scenes of the loss of life and much destruction, it is hard to imagine how they will one 

day be full of new life, even though we know that is nature’s way.  As we look at the 

damage and reflect on what has been done it seems impossible that life in all its 

completeness will one day be there again. 

 As we look at our world, we can have those same feelings of hopelessness and 

improbability.  We can sometimes even feel like that about our own lives.  Seeing how 

much sin is a part of the actions of people, including us, and how it comes out in 

selfishness, greed, stubbornness, lack of tolerance and acceptance, how can the kind of 

perfect peace and harmony which Isaiah talks of here ever come about? 

 The peace which we, and our world, are searching for and need so much comes 

to us through our new King:  ‘Like a branch that sprouts from a stump, someone from 

David's family     will someday be king.  The Spirit of the LORD will be with him to give 

him understanding,     wisdom, and insight.  He will be powerful, and he will know and 

honour the LORD’  (Isaiah 11:1-2 CEV).  In Jesus, God intervened in the world.  In Jesus, 

God has made the improbable not only probable, but certain.  In Jesus not only being born 
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into our world, but through His life, death, resurrection, and ascending back to heaven, 

God has opened the way for all His peace to come into our world.  The peace of knowing 

God is with us.  The help to be a part of this peace for both ourselves and others by the 

way we think, speak, and act.  As the angels sang to the shepherds, ‘Peace on earth to 

everyone who pleases God’.  Through our faith, our seeking His forgiveness, our seeking 

to live our lives in His way, this peace can come into our lives, and we can be a part of 

bringing it into our world. 

 Unfortunately, because of the way we celebrate this time of the year; the pressure 

we put on it, how busy we can make ourselves, it can be hard to experience the peace we 

all need in our lives, the peace which God offers to us in Jesus.  But that peace is here for 

us.  The peace which like a shoot from a fire blackened landscape gives us the hope of 

new life with God, with all the richness He promises to us.  In the midst of everything 

else which is around us, in Jesus we can see God’s peace, live God’s peace, and share 

God’s peace.  Amen. 

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

➢ How do you define ‘peace’?  When do you have this feeling? 

➢ Are there any times in your life, perhaps even as the result of things you are going 

through right now, when you feel like you are in that blackened landscape, searching 

for signs of new life? 

➢ In the midst of all the busyness of Christmas and holiday preparations, is there any 

thing you can do, any way you can take some time out, so that you can focus on the 

peace which God offers us through Jesus coming into our world? 

➢ Consider how you can be a part of taking Jesus’ peace into our world by the way you 

think, and how you speak and act towards others? 

Pray:  thank God for the peace He offers to us through Jesus.  Ask Him to help us to both 

live in His peace and to always be seeking ways to share it.  Amen. 
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