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St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Tallebudgera 

13th November 2022 

Luke 21:5-19 

BE ALERT, NOT ALARMED, IN JESUS 

  How many false prophecies about the end of the world do you think you have heard over the 

years?  How many have you read about or seen on the news?  Can you count them, or just thinking 

about them cause you to shake your head in disbelief?  Do any standout particularly for you?  They 

can tend to have their peak times don’t they:  there were a lot around as 1999 was about to click over 

to 2000, and a global pandemic also seems to bring them out of the woodwork. 

Two I remember particularly well are from the 1990s.  In one, the leader of a religious group 

in Seoul, South Korea, told his followers that God was going to return on a particular day and time, 

so they needed to give all their money to him and wait with him on the top floor of a tall building so 

that they were ready for when Jesus came again.  The media camped out below, cameras trained 

upward, waiting to catch shots of the second coming, as the predicted time came and, embarrassingly 

for them, went without incident.  That was embarrassing for that group and its leader, but the other 

one I remember, from 1997, was much more deadly.  The leader of a sect in California convinced 39 

of his followers that if they all took a deadly pill a spaceship would come down and take them up to 

heaven.  When police went into their mansion a few days later because nothing had been heard or 

seen of them for a while, they found all of those people lying dead on their beds, wearing black 

clothing and identical Nike shoes.  For them, the end of life on this earth had become such a major 

issue, and one which they wanted to control so much, that they had been convinced to take their own 

lives to bring it about. 

While we shake our heads at that, and find extremes like this amazing, as human beings we’ve 

never really liked uncertainty; we have always wanted to know things so we can be in control.  The 

big questions of life for people of all time have been; ‘where have we come from?’, ‘Why are we 

here?’, and ‘what happens at the end of this life and when will that be?’.  We have always lived in 
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the midst or our own mortality, and so every civilisation and culture has come up with answers to 

these questions; if you think about it those three questions can sum up what the Bible is about.   

 So, it’s no surprise then, that when Jesus is in the temple of Jerusalem with some of the 

disciples and they comment on how beautiful it is, that in response to His prediction that the temple 

will be taken down so that not one stone will stand on top of another, the disciples’ immediate 

question is; ‘“when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take 

place?”’ (v. 7b)  ‘Wow’, they may have thought to themselves, ‘finally we get some inside 

information, something we can take home to our family and friends!  A you-heard-it-here-first scoop 

because we are close friends of Jesus!’  When Jesus gave them a prediction relating to one of the big 

questions of life, their first questions were, ‘When will it happen?’, and ‘what will be the signs?’ 

What Jesus predicted here did actually happen in 70AD, around 40 years after this, when the 

Romans, tired of Jewish uprisings and rebellions, did indeed flatten the city of Jerusalem, including 

the Temple.  But this is just one of the things Jesus predicts here.  He goes on to talk of wars, 

earthquakes and other natural disasters, persecution for His followers, and even having your family 

turn against or ridicule you because of your faith.  These are things which have happened many times 

in the 2,000 years since Jesus said them and are still happening today.  Jesus says; ‘When you hear 

of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come 

right away.’ (v.9) 

There are many other times in the Bible where prophecies and descriptions about the end 

times are made; some of the most well-known are the books of Revelation and Daniel, and Mark 

chapter 13.  Over the years and still today many people, as said I said earlier, have come up with 

examples, theories, even equations, about how and when Jesus will come again.  But if we focus on 

trying to interpret and analyse these events and signs, and predict when and how they will culminate, 

we’re not understanding what Jesus is saying here.  Like many others throughout history, we are 

missing the point that Jesus here and other writings elsewhere are trying to get across to us. 
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  There is a warning in these words, there is no doubt about that.  Life for Christians won’t 

always be smooth sailing.  We can expect to go through hard times along with everyone else.  Because 

of our faith we can expect to sometimes be ridiculed, or even be attacked in some way.  You’ve 

probably experienced that reaction at sometime when it comes out that you go to church, and then 

people judge you differently; ‘but you can’t drink, or swear, or have fun, you’re a Christian!’  On a 

harsher side, whenever any social or moral question is raised it’s assumed that you will be taking the 

hard conservative view, because that’s how Christians are portrayed as acting in the media.  But what 

we read here, is that we can use those kinds of situations to challenge those views, to show people 

that Christians can be normal people.  We can show them that we don’t always hold to the views 

which they expect of Christians, but at the same time why we still do disagree with some of the beliefs 

and values which mainstream society holds up.  As Jesus says here, we can rely on Him to help us at 

these times to be a witness to Him. 

 Be alert, not alarmed, in Jesus.  That is the message which we are given in this reading.  The 

signs of the end times are all around us, and that’s not surprising because for the last 2,000 years we 

have been living in them.   But the message Jesus gives us here is that as His people we don’t need 

to be afraid.  He even goes so far to say, ‘not one hair of your head will perish’ (v.18)  (There is a 

classic case of not taking things too literally – if I took those words full on I would think I’m in trouble 

as many of my hairs have already perished     ).  Don’t worry.  ‘Stand firm and you will win life.’ (v. 

19) 

There are many things around which can cause us anxiety: the pandemic which keeps on 

rolling over, the wars and conflicts we see happening, natural disasters not just far away but which 

affect us even very close to home.  And then there’s the pressures in our own lives: rising costs of 

living, maybe concerns about family members, perhaps worries over our health.  Jesus doesn’t have 

to give us a list of things to worry about and be alert to, we know and live in them every day.  We can 

try to heal our doubts and worries in other ways, some of them good, others very destructive.  But a 
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part of the comfort Jesus gives us is that not only will He be with us at the end, but He is with us now, 

giving us the hope and strength we need to get through what we face in our lives each day.   

 We need to heed the warning to be alert – to live in the world, to spread the message of God’s 

love, to stay close to God ourselves through His Word, prayer, worship together, Holy Communion, 

remembering our baptism.  The warning, or call is another word we could use here, to know what is 

going on in the world and to do what we can as God’s people living in it.  But knowing already the 

strength, forgiveness, hope and comfort we have in Jesus, we don’t need to be alarmed.  Being with 

Him we don’t need to worry about when the time will come, either the end of our life or the end of 

the world, because we know He has already made us ready for this.  God gives us the assurance that 

while there will be the hard times, the challenging times, that it will all be ok; He will never leave us 

or abandon us.  In staying with Him the life He promises is ours both now and forever.  Amen. 

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

Be Alert 

➢ Are there any things in the world, things you see on the news etc, which cause you worry or 

anxiety? 

➢ Are there things happening in your life, either to you or people you are close to, which you worry 

about or are unsure about? 

➢ Are there negative ways that you try to deal with this worry and anxiety, things which in the end 

make it worse?  Ask God to help you give them up. 

➢ Are there positive things you try to do, or people who help you, with these things?  Ask God to 

help you to make more use of them. 

➢ Hand these worries and anxieties over to God, asking for both the reminder of His assurance that 

He is with you, and His help in making the most of people and other things in your life which can 

help you to cope. 

 

Not Alarmed 

➢ Are there any promises of God which you find particularly helpful when you are worried or 

anxious about something? 

➢ Are there situations in your life where God is either calling you to speak up about your faith or to 

live it out as a witness to Him? 

➢ Ask God to help you to use situations you are in to be a positive witness to the love and assurance 

He gives us in our lives. 

 

In Jesus 

Pray:  Praise God that we can look to Jesus dying and rising for us to know He is with us whatever 

we go through.  Thank God that we know He is with us even when we go through difficult and 

challenging times in our lives.  Ask God to help us to both stay close to Him so that we remain firm 

in our faith, and also to bear witness to His love so others can know what it means for them also. 
Pastor Andrew R. Koehler 
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