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St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Tallebudgera 

Christmas Day 2022 

Luke 2:8-20 

COME AND SEE! GO AND WORSHIP! 

 For many of us, Christmas is the most magical time of the year.  A time of wonder, 

of joy, of expectation, and any one of a whole number of other words we can use to describe 

it.  There are a lot of reasons why this is the case, but at least some of this feeling goes back 

to our memories of childhood Christmases.   The presents under the tree.  The wondering of 

what we would get.   Playing with extended family and friends. Eating till you felt you 

couldn’t eat any more, and then eating some more. The lights, tree, decorations, which made 

everything so colourful.  Christmas church services.  Summer holidays.  The list would be a 

bit different for each one of us, but generally it all adds up to very happy thoughts about 

Christmas, thoughts which help us to still feel all the magic and joy of this time today. 

 What about the first people who ever celebrated Christmas,  the shepherds.  Think 

about those shepherds, for people who play such a big part in our telling and remembering 

the Christmas story we don’t know much about them do we?  We don’t know how many 

there were, or how old they were, their names, even what kind of people they were. All we 

know is that on a cold night, when everyone else was bedded down in the town, they were 

out on the hills looking after their sheep.  Some were probably sleeping on the cold, hard 

ground, while others were taking their turn at watch.   

And then, what happens?  They are suddenly awakened by an angel, Luke tells us.  

The angel gives the greeting that angels often give when they suddenly appear to people in 

the Bible, ‘Don’t be afraid.’  And then goes on to say, ‘At the town right near where you are 
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God’s Son, your Saviour, has been born.  You will know Him when you see Him because 

He’ll be the One who is lying in the trough where the cattle normally eat.’ 

 If the shepherds had recovered from the initial shock of being woken up by a message-

bearing angel, more was to come.  Now the sky is filled with an army of angels who come 

praising God and proclaiming peace for all God’s people.  Here’s the important thing for us 

today.  What was the shepherd’s reaction?  They had been told, by an angel no less, that the 

baby they would find is the Saviour for all people, God’s own Son, Christ the Lord.  But 

where do they find Him?  In the stable, attended only by His parents.  What’s their reaction?  

Disappointment?  Disbelief?  Thinking that maybe angels do lie after all?  

 No.  The shepherds, the first people to ever celebrate the birth of Jesus, see in that 

tiny baby all that was promised to them; all of the glory, the power, the love, and the grace 

of God.    And having seen that they do the only thing they can; they go back out praising 

God and telling everyone what they have seen.  They had come to worship, and now they go 

out to tell the whole world.  Their lives would never be the same ever again, and they couldn’t 

keep that good news to themselves. 

 The shepherds didn’t, and couldn’t, remain worshipping at the manger.  Instead, they 

went back into the real world; back to their flocks of sheep and their families.  But they took 

the wonder of what they had seen and heard back out with them.  A bit of a challenge for all 

of us there too.  A Christmas time we get caught up in the magic of it all.  We get excited by 

the lights, the joy, the expectation.  We come to worship the Saviour in the manger as we 

have today.  But after the decorations are taken down, the food is all gone, the presents are 

all packed away, the carols have gone for another year, does this news remain as joyful and 

as life changing for us each day? 
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 Sadly, for some people, maybe for many or all of us in some ways, the magic and 

wonder of Christmas can cover up many of the worrying and fearful things in our lives, things 

which are still there when it’s all over.  But it’s these things that the Saviour came to help us 

with also.  The baby whom we worship today grew up to be the man who cared for people.  

He became the One who forgave the guilty, who loved the lonely, who gave hope to those 

who were living lives of hopelessness.  He reached out to provide for those in need, to heal 

the sick, the blind, and the lame.  He raised the dead to life.  He showed His love and 

compassion by weeping at the death of His friend and seeing the needs of those around Him.  

And, above all, out of obedience to the Father and love for us all He gave up His life on the 

cross; dying to pay the price for our sins.  But, instead of stopping there, He came to life 

again so that we can share this eternal life with Him.  All of this is what it means when the 

angel said, ‘I bring good news of great joy for all people’. It wasn’t just something for them, 

or us, to wonder at for one particular time.  Instead it is news that changed not just their lives 

then, but the lives of all people since. 

 Again, what did the shepherds do when they went out?  Did they keep it all to 

themselves?  No, they went out and told everyone.  Imagine the sceptical reaction they would 

have got from a lot of people.  As we come and worship, we are also called to go out and tell.  

To share the good news with our lives.  To show people what it means to worship this Saviour 

in the way we treat others.  To share the comfort, the peace, the freedom, which living our 

lives in Him now brings.  Knowing the Saviour, the shepherds lives were changed.  Knowing 

Him, our lives are changed.  This isn’t news to just be kept in, but to be taken out to others 

in any way we can. 
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 Each Christmas we again gather with the shepherds to worship around the manger.  

We look with awe at how all the glory, the power, the might of God are shown in this one 

small defenceless child.  The good news we celebrate this day is news which brings joy and 

peace to our lives everyday.  God has come into our world.  Through the birth of this child, 

He has brought healing, peace, forgiveness, and new life for each one of us.  We will also 

soon go out to our lives once again.  In not very long the celebrations of this Christmas will 

pass into our memories.  But may we continue to remember how we feel now about the joy 

of this news of the Saviour’s birth, may we continue to worship Him in our lives, and in all 

we do may we continue to strive to tell others about God’s great love.  Amen. 

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

➢ What are some of your favourite Christmas memories as child?  Or, if this was not a 

happy time of the year for you, why was that? 

➢ Since this is a story which we all know so well, try reading it from a different Bible 

version.  Is there anything new which now sticks out for you? 

➢ Is there a part of the Christmas story from Luke 2 which really strikes home for you, or a 

favourite character/s, or a favourite term or phrase? 

➢ Try to put in your own words:  what does the birth of this baby mean for you?  How does 

God coming into the world as this child change your life each day? 

➢ This news is worth celebrating and sharing.  Think about/discuss ways that you can 

effectively share this news with other people who are in your life. 

Pray:  thank God for the gift of Jesus for us all.  Ask God to help us each day to remember 

what a great gift this is for us, and to be seeking and open to ways we can share this good 

news with others.  Amen. 

Pastor Andrew R. Koehler 
25.12.2022 


