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St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Tallebudgera 

Sixteenth October 2022 

Mark 10:46-52 

SEEING CLEARLY THROUGH JESUS 

 One of the silly things I remember thinking about as a child was trying to work out what would be 

the most debilitating of disability I could have.  Have you ever thought something like that?  I thought 

that deafness would be bad because I couldn’t hear things.  To either lose use a limb or the control of 

some part of my body would be bad because it might affect my mobility or the things I could do.  But I 

thought that the most debilitating disability I could have would be to become blind.  That’s not to 

downplay the others and the challenges they bring, but for my young mind not being able to see would 

mean I would miss out on so many of the things I loved in life; the things I enjoyed seeing and doing.   

 When I was an adult I went through Sem. (pastor school) with a guy who was blind.  He became a 

pastor for a little while, but it didn’t work out for him.  What amazed me about this man was all the things 

he could do.  He could walk from the Sem. in North Adelaide into the centre of Adelaide, go to the large 

department store he wanted to go to, buy what he wanted, and walk all the way back home again.  In the 

years I knew him sometimes he had a guide dog and sometimes he didn’t.  I asked him once how he did 

that, and he told me he just counted the steps until he had to take a turn, and, if he got lost, he just stopped 

and asked for help from someone.  He had a brail computer that also read his typing back to him and 

printed it out in English so he could do his assignments.  He had a brail Bible that took up a whole wall of 

bookshelves.  He folded his money in different ways so that he knew what each note was.  He had learnt 

and been taught so many ways to work around his blindness.  But still, he would say, he would give 

anything to be able to see. 

 Of course, two thousand years ago blind people had none of the technology that helps people like 

my friend out today, but they still managed to find ways to cope.  One of the biggest problems for them 

was that they had no way of earning a living for themselves, and that’s why, in this story,  we find 
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Bartimaeus sitting by the roadside, begging.  Imagine him, by the roadside, day after day, not knowing if 

people would be generous enough today to give him all he needs to live on.  He just sits there as the 

world goes by. 

 But then, here comes the irony in the story.  When Jesus comes along, it is the man who is blind 

who is the only one who truly sees.  He is the first person in Mark’s Gospel to address Jesus as ‘son of 

David’, a name which recognises Jesus as the Saviour promised in the Old Testament.  And because of 

his faith he calls out to Jesus for mercy and healing.  Everybody else going along with Jesus, including 

the disciples, don’t really understand or know who Jesus is.  It is blind Bartimaeus who sees Jesus clearly 

in faith, and through that faith, Jesus heals his physical sight also.  Perhaps it was because he was blind to 

the world, and all of the distractions and clutter which it brings, that Bartimaeus was able to see Jesus 

more clearly than anyone else could. 

  Are we sometimes blind, like the disciples and the crowd, to who Jesus really is and what He 

brings to our lives?  Ever noticed how sometimes the best place to hide something is right in front of you, 

so close that you look straight past, or through, it?  Can it be like that with our faith?  Many of us have 

had our faith throughout our whole lives, and we can thank our families for that gift.  But sometimes I 

feel a bit jealous of new Christians and that great passion and excitement they have in God and all He 

does in their lives.  That’s not to say the rest of us don’t feel passionate and excited about God.  But it is 

possible to take it all for granted because He has always been in our lives. 

 One of the great things about children is watching their excitement at experiencing something for 

the first time.  I love watching young kids at Christmas time; with presents and paper going everywhere 

they are so wide-eyed they don’t know where to look first.  A story we often tell in our family is about the 

first time Michael saw the beach.  Having been in Alice Springs all of his early life, he had never had that 

opportunity.  A number of years ago when we drove around WA our first seaside stop was in Broome, so 

Michael’s first beach was Cable Beach (not a bad one to start off with!).  I still remember his wide eyes as 

he first saw all that water, and his excitement as he went down and madly rushed around on the sand and 
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in the waves.  We all loved that beach, but we had seen others before and so were comparing it to them.  

He appreciated it so much more simply for what it was.  He didn’t judge it, he just enjoyed it. 

 Children have such great joy with each new thing they experience.  New Christians are so blown 

away by what God gives them through Jesus.  Helen Keller, a lady who was both death and blind but still 

did great things, once said, ‘There are none so blind as those who refuse to see.’  Do we find ourselves 

blinded to God’s love and work in our lives because we allow other things to come in and cloud over our 

sight? 

 Our view of Jesus can be cluttered up by all the worries we have in our lives.  The worries about 

mortgages and debts. The worries about our children, no matter how old they are.  The worries about 

relationships which aren’t the way we would like them to be.  The worries about events on a much bigger 

scale; pandemic, covid 19 – the gift that keeps on giving.  Wars.  Natural disasters. Financial pressures.  

Climate change.  Without wanting to downplay these things, somebody said to me recently, ‘I’m sick of 

the media always telling me I have to be scared of something’.  It’s not wrong to have concerns about 

some things, but do these concerns prevent us from turning to God and giving our worries over into His 

care? 

 Can our view of God also be made hazy by all the things we have in our lives, or their very 

busyness?  Australia is regularly voted as one of the best countries in the world to live in.  But, in an 

irony like in this Gospel story, as Australians we seem to be less thankful to God for what we’ve been 

given than are many people in countries who struggle to survive day to day.  We complain about our 

government instead of seeing the blessing in being able to vote.  We complain when technology doesn’t 

work, instead of being thankful that we have it in the first place.  There are so many blessings we have in 

this country, and yet we are so used to them that we don’t always remember to thank God for them; we 

become blinded to the blessings we’ve been given.  And, even worse, our freedoms, our wealth, our 

possessions, all the things we have to do with our time, all of these things can come in and cloud over our 

view of Jesus and His role in our lives. 
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 Even though Jesus was in their lives, the disciples didn’t really see Him for who He is; there were 

too many other things clouding their view.  Sometimes we can suffer the same blindness.  We can take all 

that God has given us for granted.  We can take our faith and all that it brings for granted also.  Instead of 

having the joy of a young child over what God does in our lives, we can just look at these things as just 

being a part of what happens. 

 Bartimaeus, the one person in this Gospel story who knew he was blind and needed Jesus’ help, 

cried out to Jesus, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" And then when Jesus had stopped, called him over 

and asked him what he wanted, Bartimaeus said, "Master, I want to see!"   His eyes were opened, and He 

was healed.  Why?  Because of his faith.  And what did Bartimaeus do then?  He went down the road and 

followed Jesus.  This story is also a picture of our discipleship; the call from Jesus, the opening of our 

eyes by Him, and then the call to follow Him, even to the way of the cross which is what Bartimaeus was 

doing.  In the face of all the things which can, and sometimes do, blind us to Jesus, we too can call out, 

‘Lord, have mercy’.  It’s a cry for sight which opens our eyes to Jesus and keeps them open. 

 Through Jesus’ healing and mercy we are now able to clearly see God, to see all He gives us and 

does for us in our lives.  And, seeing clearly, we can now also follow Him as His disciples.  Like 

Bartimaeus, we are beggars, coming to God and asking for His care and healing in our lives.  We don’t 

have to be blind to God’s blessings in our lives, but through Jesus He enables us to see them clearly so 

that we can also have great joy in the gifts we are given each day.  Amen. 

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

➢ Are there things in your life which you take for granted because they are always there?  Take the time 

to stop, think, consider, and give thanks for these things. 

➢ Are there things in your life which blind you to God’s love and the blessings He gives you:  your 

material things, the events and activities you fill your life with?  Ask God to help you to always make 

time to thank and serve Him through what you have been given. 

➢ Thank God for opening our eyes through Jesus’ love for us.  Pray that He will help you to love and 

serve Him and to follow Him in your life. 
 
 

Pastor Andrew R. Koehler 
16.10.2022 


