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St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Tallebudgera 

11th December 2022 – Third Sunday in Advent 

Matthew 11:2-6 

WHO ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 

 Have you ever had the experience when you were disappointed because something didn’t turn 

out to be as you expected it to be?  Ever had that feeling?  Maybe it was something which you bought 

online, but when it arrived you had to say to yourself, ‘mmm, that’s not as big/bright/useful as I 

thought it would be’.  Maybe you’ve felt like that about a party or gathering you went to, or a holiday 

you went on.  Perhaps it was a well-known place you had been really wanting to visit, but when you 

were there it didn’t live up to your great expectations (our family felt like that when we went to 

Hollywood).   

 Sometimes it can be much more serious.  A big purchase like a car or a house may come with 

shortfalls and problems which cost us more money than we are able to spend on them.  A new job or 

business we had put our hope and dreams in ends up not being what we had hoped for.  Perhaps even 

a relationship, when the layers were peeled off, ended up giving us more brokenness and pain than 

love and joy.   

 As people we quite often put our preconceptions and expectations onto both things and other 

people.  Sometimes, even when what comes to us or what we receive or experience might be far better 

than what we hoped for, we can miss seeing it because it doesn’t fit in with our expectations. 

 “Are you the one we should be looking for?”  the followers of John the Baptist come to ask 

Jesus on his behalf, “Or must we wait for someone else?”  They are questions which make us think 

that John is a bit disappointed and disillusioned about Jesus at this time.  As John sits in jail, and Jesus 

is seemingly just wandering around the countryside showing love and spreading peace and joy, John’s 

questions suggest to us that He was expecting someone different.  We know they knew each other 
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very well; they ‘met’ before they were even born when Jesus’ mother, Mary, visited John’s mother, 

Elizabeth.  John even jumped in his mother’s womb when his unborn Saviour came to visit!  Now, it 

seems that like many Jewish people John had been expecting a Saviour, a Messiah, a new king from 

the line of David, who would come and stir things up, incite a rebellion to overthrow the Romans.  

John had been outspoken enough that his criticism of the Israelite puppet king had him arrested and 

put in jail.   And while sitting in jail, and not hearing that Jesus is also stirring things up, it seems he 

is starting to have his doubts.  The wrapping and the tinsel which John the Baptist had put around 

Jesus wasn’t adding up to what he was now seeing and hearing. 

 “Are you the one we should be looking for? Or must we wait for someone else?”  Without 

asking the question of Jesus as upfront as that, that seems to be the question the world asks of Him.  

The underlying thought is the same as the one John had:  you are not the kind of Saviour we are 

expecting, or wanting, so we’ll go looking for what we want in our lives somewhere else.  Christmas, 

we know, is all about God coming into our world, intervening in history and in our lives to be our 

Saviour.  If there is no God, there is no Christmas.  Well, we do a good job of using the lights, and 

the tinsel, and the wrapping paper, and the songs which have nothing to do with the birth of this baby, 

and even bringing in other characters so we can have the ‘magic’ of Christmas without mentioning 

the ‘J’ word, of using all these things to bring the message away from ‘God with us’ and onto, well, 

what, or who?  Whatever and whoever we want it to be.   As we go to the shops, as we see the way 

Christmas is portrayed and built up in the media, we can ask, ‘Who are you waiting for?’  The One 

who offers joy, peace, hope and love which are more than we could even anticipate, is covered over 

and even pushed away by pleasures and joys which are at best fleeting and temporary, and at worst 

make this a time of sadness instead of joy for some people. 

 “Are you the one we should be looking for? Or must we wait for someone else?”  Is this, at 

least sometimes, our question also?  We know who Jesus is.  We recognise and worship Him as God’s 

Son come into our world and our lives.  But does the way we sometimes dress up this birth with the 

manger and stable, the animals crowding around, Mary looking bright and radiant after just giving 
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birth, does all that wrapping and tinsel sometimes make it easier for us to focus on and glorify in the 

birth, and harder to look ahead to His life and ultimately to His humble and shameful death on the 

cross?  This is what John was struggling with; the humble way of the cross which Jesus was showing 

in His life.   To move beyond the baby to the man and His example and His teachings can be our 

struggle to.  Does His life and death meet the expectations we set up for Him in His birth?  Who are 

we waiting for? 

 As lovely, and important, and significant, as the birth of Jesus is, its purpose was to enable 

God to come into the world as a human being.  From here, His life, all He did and all He taught, was 

moving towards His humble and obedient death on the cross.  No wrapping or tinsel can cover that 

up.  And as Christians it’s a road we are called to follow.  John struggled with the fact that Jesus 

wasn’t what he had expected, and we struggle with it to.  It is a way which calls for love, humility, 

and service to others.  While we might sometimes judge ourselves up against what we might consider 

the ‘big sins’, the small and everyday things we do and say in life are just as important.  In our second 

reading for today, from James 5, we are called to be patient as we wait for God (not always easy!), 

and not to grumble about each other!  They are not calls which bring us quick and easy gratification.  

They are commands which call us to walk the path that Jesus walked, sharing His love in a way that 

brings true joy and hope to people.   

  And so, Jesus’ answer to John the Baptist here is the same answer to our world, and to us: 

‘The blind are now able to see, and the lame can walk. People with leprosy are being healed, and the 

deaf can hear. The dead are raised to life, and the poor are hearing the good news. God will bless 

everyone who doesn't reject me because of what I do.’ (5-6)  The message to John, to our world, to 

us, is that Jesus is so much more than we could have ever expected or hoped for.  As God coming 

into the world, by the life Jesus lived, the death He died, and the new life of His resurrection which 

is now ours also, God has changed not just the world but each of our lives.  As we gather around the 

manger to worship, as we sing the carols, as we enjoy the decorations and even as we unwrap the 

presents, we can know that Jesus is our Saviour who has brought joy to our lives not because He was 
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born in a picture perfect nativity scene, but because He walked the path which led to Him dying on 

the cross for sins.  The joy for us, the true joy which lasts and is even there during the times we 

struggle, that joy is not in the tinsel and the wrappings but in what this baby grew up to be and to do.   

  “Are you the one we should be looking for? Or must we wait for someone else?”  As we are 

in this Advent season, preparing once again to celebrate the birth of Jesus: ‘who are you waiting for?’   

Don’t let our preconceptions and expectations cover up who this Saviour really is.  Who are we 

waiting for?  The Saviour who was born as a human baby, and who lived life going through many of 

the things we go through.  The Saviour who in His love changed lives both then and now, and who 

died on the cross so our sins can be forgiven, and came alive again so we also can have new life.  

Who are we waiting for?  Jesus, Immanuel, God with us; the One who brings peace, hope, love and 

joy into our lives today in a way which is far beyond any expectations we can have.  Amen. 

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION: 

➢ Reflect on/share a time when your expectations of a person/event/experience didn’t live up to the 

reality.  Looking back now, do you think these wrong expectations caused you to miss out on 

something you may have enjoyed? 

 

➢ What expectations do you think people around you have about Christmas?  Does Jesus, in any 

way, come into those expectations for many people? 

 

➢ Do some of your preconceptions and expectations about Jesus sometimes make it difficult for you 

to see Him as the Saviour who came to walk the way of the cross for us?  When you think that 

the baby who was born came to die on the cross, for us, how does that change your view of the 

Christmas story and everything which happens there? 

 

➢ The true joy, and hope, and peace, and love which we all want in our lives comes to us through 

Jesus, God with us, coming into our world to die and rise again for us.   What does this mean to 

you in your life?  How can you live this out in your words and actions every day?  

 

Pray:  Thank God that we can know we are waiting for Jesus, our Saviour.  Ask that we can both 

know all He brings to our lives, and that we can show and share His love and good news with others.  

Amen. 

Pastor Andrew R. Koehler 
11.12.2022 


