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Matthew 13:1-9 18-23 

A GRACE-FULL HARVEST 

  You don’t always have to fully understand how something works, to know that it does.  That’s a saying 

we can apply to many things in our lives.  I understand the basics of an internal combustion engine, but not all 

the real technical parts of it, but I know that when I hop in my car and turn the key or press the button it starts.  

While I know the basics of what is required for my mobile phone or internet to work, I don’t understand how it 

all actually happens, but still most times I go to use this technology it works for me.  We can apply this same 

thought to things of nature.  How is it that people fall in love, and that some animals make partnerships that last 

for life?  What controls, shapes, forms, drives the various cycles which determine our climate and our 

environment?  And, one that is always in front of us, and very vital to our lives, how do seeds work?  Yes, we do 

know the science behind their growth, even though most of us probably don’t fully understand it, but even 

knowing this the growth of a seed is a remarkable thing.  That one seed, placed in the right conditions of good 

soil, warmth, moisture, and sunlight, can not only grow into a plant, but then also produce so many more seeds, 

is truly amazing.  On the rare occasion that I might stop to think about it, I’m in awe at what it does, even if I 

don’t fully understand how it has happened. 

 Perhaps that’s why Jesus chose the growing of seeds as the basis of this parable about God’s Kingdom, a 

parable which illustrates how faith grows in and among us; even if you don’t fully understand it, you can see 

what it does.  At the time Jesus taught this parable He had people asking Him to do more miracles; to give them 

signs so they could easily believe in and follow Him, at least as long as the signs continued.  But, by giving them 

this parable and the ones that follow it, instead of giving them something to be amazed about Jesus gives them 

something to think about.  This parable helps us to think about how the seed, God’s Word, is at work in our lives.  

If we all hear the same Word, why do we respond to it differently?  And, why do we respond differently at some 

times of our lives, and in some parts of our lives, than we do at/in others? 
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 This is one of the better known of Jesus’ parables, and many of us might remember it’s opening as, ‘A 

farmer went out to sow some seeds.’  There are no modern farming techniques used here.  Rather than the seed 

being placed in precisely the right place, at exactly the right depth, as a farmer would do today, this seed scattered 

randomly, we might even say carelessly and wastefully.  This seed is put on ground which commonsense would 

say will never enable it to grow, including a well-worn path.  But what’s important to remember as we begin this 

parable, is that its main focus isn’t the soil, or even the seed, but the farmer.  This is one of the very rare times 

when Jesus gives an explanation to a parable, and at the beginning that explanation He says to the disciples, ‘Now 

listen to the meaning of the story about the farmer’. (18)  When we look at this parable through the actions of the 

farmer, it’s not a story of judgment on how we receive God’s Word, or on the power of that Word in different 

situations, but it’s about the love and grace of the farmer, God, in sending that Word out to all people, even when 

we think it faces a challenge to take root and grow there.  It’s a story about the free gift of God’s love, God’s 

grace, to know Him, to trust Him, to follow Him, and to receive all He wants to give us in our lives. 

  The first seed that farmer, who is not wasteful but grace-full, scatters falls on the hard path, so it can’t 

even get in to take root.  And, not only can the Word not get in, but the devil is waiting to take it away so we don’t 

receive the love and forgiveness which are ours through Jesus.  Jesus says our hearts can be like that. Not because 

they’re evil. Not because they’re rebellious. But because they’re busy.  Distracted.  Overloaded.  Constantly 

walked on by the demands of life.  The devil doesn’t always need dramatic temptations, he just needs enough 

noise to keep the Word from settling.   Jesus doesn’t condemn the hard path—He simply says, “This is what 

happens when the heart is too crowded for the Word to sink in.”  What are the things that can sometimes make it 

difficult to allow God’s message of love and forgiveness to come to you?  Is it guilt? Or distractions?  Other 

things or people pulling you away?  A lack of understanding of what it would mean to allow God’s love into your 

life?   

   The second lot of seed falls on the rocky ground.  This ground is a thin layer of soil, with rocks not far 

below the surface.  Because the soil is not deep, it warms quickly, causing the seeds here to germinate quicker 

than those in deeper soil.  But, as the sun’s heat increases, these plants with their shallow roots can’t reach down 

to the moisture below, so they shrivel and die.  We can be this soil to; quick to dive in and commit, but having no 

depth to strengthen us when things get tough.  Think of the gym on the first of January; it’s full, everyone is 
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enthusiastic. But by February, the enthusiasm has faded. The excitement was real—but shallow. It had no depth, 

no roots, no long-term nourishment.  Jesus says sometimes our hearts respond to the Gospel like that. They receive 

it with joy. They are genuinely moved. They feel the warmth of God’s love. But when life gets hard—when the 

sun rises and the heat of suffering comes—their faith feels like it burns off.  Faith needs depth.  It needs God’s 

Word.  It needs prayer.  It needs community.  It needs the reminders of God’s love for us given in our Baptism, 

and the ongoing assurance and strength from Holy Communion.  It needs the Spirit’s ongoing work. And Jesus 

is committed to giving us that depth.  When are the times you are like that shallow soil?  What sometimes stops 

you from allowing God’s love for you to grow deeper in your life? 

  The seeds which fall among the thorns are a bit different.  This soil looks good, even a careful farmer 

may have planted seeds there because the seeds of the weeds which are about to grow can’t be seen.  The danger 

here is hidden, it comes after the growth begins.  Jesus names here the worries of life and the temptations of 

things around us the ‘thornbushes’ which threaten our relationship with God.  The things that choke the Word, 

that choke our faith, aren’t necessarily bad; they can be both our responsibilities for ourselves and others, as well 

as the things we enjoy.  But rather seeing them as being a part of living out our faith, and treating them like that, 

we can allow them to take over and like thornbushes to choke our faith out.  Do you have any ‘thornbushes’; 

people, things, activities, events, priorities, which take away the time and space you have for God, for bearing 

His fruit, in your life? 

  And the fourth soil is the deep, rich, well-watered, in the sunlight, soil which enables the seed to not only 

germinate and grow but also to produce many more seeds.  The size of the harvest is deliberately extravagant, 

because Jesus is making the point that our faith grows and produces fruit in our lives in a way we just can’t fully 

comprehend.   Jesus is saying: God doesn’t simply throw His Word at us and hope for the best.  Through the 

Spirit, He actively prepares our hearts. He softens hard soil.  He deepens shallow soil.  He clears thorny soil.  He 

tends the good soil.   And when His Word takes root, by God’s grace it produces fruit—love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.  Fruit that blesses others.  Fruit that glorifies God.  Fruit 

that grows quietly, steadily, often unnoticed.   It’s the fruit that comes from knowing the love of God which saw 

Jesus die and rise again for us, and helps us to know He is with us, working in and through us, in our lives every 

day.  It’s the fruit that changes our lives, and how we treat others and respond to the world. 
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  It’s important that we don’t look at ourselves as being just one of these four soils, but, again, at different 

times of our lives, and in different parts of our lives, being all four.  These soils aren’t neatly laid out strips as we 

often see them pictured, but they’re all mixed around together, perhaps like your own yard or gardens are.  That’s 

how our lives are; sometimes too busy to allow God in at all, sometimes quick to believe but lacking depth in our 

faith, sometimes allowing our faith to be choked out by other things in our lives, and, by the grace of God, often 

producing the fruit of faith and the response of love towards Him and others.   

 This parable is a warning, as Jesus says at the end of telling it to the crowd, ‘If you have ears, pay 

attention!’ (9)  Be aware of those things which can stop us fully hearing God’s message of love and forgiveness 

for us in our lives.  It is a call to respond to this message in our faith and love towards God, in having ‘deep soil’ 

in all parts of our lives so we always receive what God wants to give us.  And it is a comfort that the harvest 

doesn’t rely on us, but on God’s grace; God continues to send out His seed, His message, of love and grace even 

when and where it doesn’t look like growing. 

 It’s a simple parable to convey a deep message we might not always fully understand, but we can 

experience it at work in our lives.  By God’s grace, through the love of Jesus on the cross, and the power of the 

Holy Spirit, God’s kingdom of love, grace, peace, and hope grows in us, among us, and around us.  We can open 

our hearts and our lives to the harvest of grace He now wants to grow in and through us.  Amen. 

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

➢ Can you think of anything to which you can apply the saying, ‘You don’t always have to fully understand 

how something works, to know that it does’? 

➢   In thinking about the four different types of soil, reflect for yourself on: 

o What are the things that can sometimes make it difficult to allow God’s message of love and forgiveness 

to come to you?  Is it guilt? Or distractions?  Other things or people pulling you away?  A lack of 

understanding of what it would mean to allow God’s love into your life?   

o When are the times you are like that shallow soil?  What sometimes stops you from allowing God’s love 

for you to grow deeper in your life? 

o Do you have any ‘thornbushes’; people, things, activities, events, priorities, which take away the time and 

space you have for God, for bearing His fruit, in your life? 

o When, or in what parts of your life, do you experience the fruit of God’s love producing a grace-full 

harvest? 

➢ In the light of these things, consider and pray about opening your whole life, at all times, up to the growth of 

God’s Word in you so you can grow in faith and produce its fruit. 

Pray: thank God for the grace He shows to us, including giving faith through His Word to each of us.  Ask God 

to help us to be ‘soil’ which is open and receptive to His message of love in our lives. 
Pastor Andrew R. Koehler 
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