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COME & WORSHIP, GO & TELL

Communication is an important part of any relationship, it is how we convey feelings, share
information, warn of danger, give advice, even entertain one another. That’s true for all creatures, but
perhaps particularly for us as humans with the complex social structures which make us who we are.
And while direct forms of communication like talking, and even writing, have remained fairly standard
over time, others have changed a lot. A number of years ago some members in a previous parish gave
me a small stone statue, called an Inukshuk. This is a collection of stones put together by the Inuit
people of far northern America, and it was used in times gone by as a marker and communication device
for everyone who would walk along a particular path. These markers would give information, to those
who knew how to ‘read’ them, about things like which people were in the area, what food was around,
dangers present, etc. When I was given this by some Canadian people, they said it is a reminder that
God’s Word and God’s love give us all these kinds of guidance in our lives also, and so it’s sat on my
desk ever since as a reminder of that. Our communication on a wider level has of course evolved
through things like letter writing, semaphore flags, light signals, morse code, telegram and telephone
wires, radio, and mobile phones, on up to the internet. Who knows where it will go next? But what we
do know is that, because communication is so important to us, as people we will continue to work on
and develop the ways we are able to communicate with one another.

Communication is a central part of any relationship, I don’t think any of us could argue with
that, and that is also true of our relationship with God. We know that God has given us His Word, the
Bible, to tell us who He is, tell us about His love for us, about His forgiveness through Jesus dying and
rising for us, and give us a call and guidance in living our lives in and for Him. Within the Bible we
see God sometimes communicating with His people by speaking to one of them directly as His

spokesperson (prophets), or in dreams, or using angels as messengers, or by signs of nature which show



them His presence with them. And it’s those forms of communication which we see coming together
in this account of the wise men who come to visit Jesus. They are first made aware of the birth of the
new king by a star they see. It seems they have access to some Old Testament writings and the
prophecies in them; perhaps they were brought to Persia a few hundred years before by Daniel and
others who were captured from Israel and taken there. In the same way that a sunset or the birth of a
child may reveal to people that there is a god, the star the wise men saw told them that the new King
has been born. But, just as they had both the Bible readings and the child Jesus Himself to show them
what this all meant, we are also given God’s Word and Jesus to reveal God to us and fully show us what
our relationship with Him is all about. In various ways, by various means, on various levels, God reveals
Himself to us, calls us to Him, and then sends us out into the world for Him.

There is a little we know about these ‘wise men’, and quite a bit we don’t. We don’t know how
many there actually were; we get the number ‘three’ from the number of gifts mentioned here. Despite
what the carols and the pictures say, from this account we gather they arrived at the end of their quest
to find the baby Jesus up to two years after His birth, so He was very likely back home in Nazareth, and
no longer in the stable. On top of that, given that they went to King Herod, a ruler known to be both
paranoid and violent, and asked to see the new king who had been born, perhaps they also weren’t quite
as ‘wise’ as we give them credit for.

But what we do know about this story is much more important than what we don’t: they saw
the star, they used the Bible prophecies to interpret it, and they came seeking the new King. Why did
they come? To worship Him. And then, having found Him, being warned in a dream to be a bit more
cautious regarding Herod, they went home another way, taking the message of how God in His love had
come into the world back to their own homeland. They followed a pattern of God’s people we have
seen many times both in the Old and New Testament, and still today; to Come and worship, then go out
and tell.

This is such a pivotal account in the story of God and His people. The birth of God’s Son in a

stable, with His birth announced to lowly shepherds, showed that this Saviour came to people of all



classes and backgrounds. And now, His birth being revealed to people from other lands shows that He
has not just come to be the King of Israel, but that this new promise of God’s love now spreads out to
all people, of all nations. The revelation of God’s universal love which the wise men bring us shows us
that, in Jesus, God’s promise meets our need. They followed the star out of the darkness into the light
of the Saviour. In their world which no doubt had all the hardships, violence, sadness, and worries
which we can face in ours, they came seeking the Prince of Peace as the only One who could make a
difference in their lives and their world. And, having found Him, what did they do? They worshipped
Him, and then took God’s path in going home and taking this news back with them. In following what
God’s people have always done, they also give us a pattern in living our lives in and with God.

How about we put ourselves into the place of the wise men, put the background of where we
live in place of that of a house in the town of Nazareth. How do we go applying what we are shown
and taught here to our lives? Firstly, the wise men followed the light, the star, out of the darkness. What
can bring darkness for you? What worries, or fears, or guilt, or struggles, can at times make you feel
you are struggling in the darkness? What situations in your life, your relationships, the health of yourself
or others, concerns about those close to you, can make you feel overwhelmed, lost, without hope? When
you feel like this, are you always able to see the light of God’s love there for you? Ifnot, do you perhaps
need to deliberately reconnect with Him, through worship, through His Word, through His people?

And knowing and following the light, we are also called to now worship. This does mean
gathering together with other Christians like we do on a Sunday; that’s an important of growing in and
living out our Christian faith. But it’s also about living our whole lives in love and service to God. It’s
about knowing that communication is important in any relationship, and so regularly connecting with
God through prayer and Bible reading. It’s about seeing everything we have as being blessings and
gifts to us from God, and so hearing His call to use these talents and gifts in both serving Him and
helping others. Worship is how we live our lives, knowing God’s love, praising God for His love,

showing and sharing God’s love.



Having seen the star, having followed the light, having come to worship, we are also called to
go out and tell of this love. Each one of us are like one of those Inukshuk statues which the Inuit people
have been using for thousands of years to communicate with people going along the trail. For many
people, we are the first ‘sign’ of God’s love which they see. What do we show? Again, put the witness
of the wise men into where you are today. How do you show to others the love and the grace which
you receive? How do you show what it means to live a life in worship to God? How do you show, in
a real-life way, the difference God’s love makes in your life? And, perhaps over all of that, how do you
show that your faith is real, and you know you don’t do any of these things always perfectly, but that
you still know that God loves and forgives you? By the Holy Spirit working through us, we can be the
star, the sign, which can be a part of helping others to want to come to know God and have a relationship
with Him also.

This relatively short account of people from a faraway nation following a star, understanding it
from a message in the Bible, coming to worship and going out to tell, shows us the relationship God
wishes to have with each one of us. Through this child, in these ways, God communicates His love for
all people. And we can apply all of this also to ourselves, right now, where we are. Just as much as
those visitors from afar did, we can receive and understand God’s message that His love is for us and
all people. We can worship and serve Him with our lives, and we can be used by God to continue to
take this message out. Amen.

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION

» What different methods of communication which people have used over the years can you think of?
Have you ever experienced the break down of a relationship caused by a lack of communication?

» The wise men followed the star, the light, which led them out of darkness. Is there any darkness
which threatens you, or those you love, right now? If so, what light can God’s love bring into that
situation?

» The wise men came to worship the King. What does your worship of God look like? What strength
do you gain through worship, either with others or alone?

» Having come, seen, and worshipped, we are also called to go and tell. What does being a ‘sign’ of
God’s love for others look like in your life?

Pray: thank God that in Jesus He has shown us that He has come for all people. Pray that He will lead
us in both our worship of Him, and in telling others about Him.
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