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St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Tallebudgera 

8th January 2023 - Epiphany 

Matthew 2:1-12 

COME AND WORSHIP HIM 

 ‘Sometimes the best place to hide something is …..’?  How would you complete that sentence?  I 

suspect that a lot of us would say, ‘right under your nose’.   How many times do people go on a big hunt 

for their glasses, only to be told by someone that they are sitting on top of their head?  How often do we 

run around trying to find our car keys only to finally discover they were right where they should be?  Have 

you ever pulled the house apart looking for your wallet or purse, when all along it was in yesterday’s coat 

or trousers?  Do people ever go searching for a Saviour, and the forgiveness, hope, meaning and purpose 

they are seeking in their lives, when He is right there in front of them, in front of us, the whole time? 

 God wasn’t, isn’t, trying to hide Jesus, His Son, our Saviour, from all people.  That would defeat 

the whole point; Jesus was sent to save all people and bring everyone back to God.  But in making Jesus’ 

birth and life as open and obvious as He could, because of this human habit we have of choosing not to see 

what is right under our nose, people then and still today miss what is given to them.  While for thousands 

of years the prophets in the Old Testament had been telling about the coming of this Saviour, the Bible 

reading from Micah which is quoted in Matthew here even says He would be born in Bethlehem, when He 

came many people still did not see it.   God wanted to bring His people back to Him, to give them the 

forgiveness they needed to repair their relationship with Him, to give them hope and purpose in their lives, 

but they couldn’t see what was right in front of them. 

  Instead, it was some scholars, Magi, from the east who travelled from a long way away to see and 

worship this Saviour, and then took the news of His coming out to the world.  We don’t know much about 

them, not even, despite the carols, how many there were.  They were readers of an ancient prophecy which 

isn’t identified here, and when they saw a strange star in the east they knew a new king was born.  So, they 

came to worship Him. 



 

2 
 

 Matthew is the only one of the four Gospels who mentions the Magi seeking to find and worship 

Jesus, and like in many other stories in Mathew’s account of Jesus’ life, there is a not very flattering contrast 

between how God’s people receive and respond to their Saviour, and how outsiders do so.  Here King 

Herod is the ‘villain’.  The Magi come from a long way away, with not much knowledge of what this new 

king is all about, and they put a lot of time, effort, and no doubt money, into coming to see and worship 

Him.  Herod, on the other hand, after consulting the Jewish leaders about this promised king, is filled with 

hate and jealousy, feelings which soon after cause him to act in a very  harsh way to try and remove this 

opposition to his rule.   God has sent His Son, our Saviour, into the world as He had promised.  But while 

some see Him as a sign of promise and hope, others see Him as a threat to a way of life, feelings, actions, 

which they want to hold on to. 

 That is a theme which doesn’t just sum up people’s response at the time of the Jesus’ birth, or His 

life, death, resurrection, or even beyond, it is of course still around and with us very much today.  Do people 

see Jesus as a sign of hope, new life, forgiveness, peace, or as a threat to how they want to view themselves 

and the world, and the things they want to do, the attitudes they want to hold on to?  And before we get too 

judgey of others, how often can we fall into the category of those who don’t want to fully accept, follow, 

and worship Him also?  Even as Christians, there are still parts of our lives, times in our lives, behaviours 

in our lives, attitudes and actions, which we want to put a bit of a wall around and move to the side because 

they are things we aren’t keen to give up by allowing Jesus to come into them also.   Even as those who 

know Him, receive Him, follow Him, do we also always completely worship Him? 

 Our world today has those different views, different responses, to Jesus, doesn’t it?  I don’t think 

that is any different today than it ever has been.  The other day we were watching a popular TV show on 

which a baby was being baptised.  The attitudes portrayed by some of the characters on that show were a 

good reminder of how people can view what the gift of new life in Jesus means to us; not as the promise of 

new life but as a threat to all we want to be.  Some people on that show saw what was offered by God as 

being all about telling people how sinful they are and keeping them under the Church’s control.  Instead, 

they wanted to free this child so she could grow up in love and with the freedom to reach the full potential 



 

3 
 

of who she is.  Hang on a minute, isn’t that what we say we get through Jesus, including when we are joined 

to Him in our baptism?   People today, like people of all time, need to hear the true message of God’s love 

for them and what it means for them in their lives. 

  God’s not trying to hide it, but not everyone sees it:  Jesus is God’s love and forgiveness come into 

the world.   

 Not only was the way the Magi and Herod received the news of the new King so different, but the 

way they responded was also completely contrasted.  While Herod’s rage and jealousy caused him to order 

a murderous attack on all young boys, what did the Magi do?    They worshipped Him, with their three gifts 

recognising Him both as their King and also as the One who would die for them.  And also, after being 

warned, we might even say been called, by God, they took a different path or road after that.   

  In seeing the King as their Saviour, they worshipped Him and then took another path in their lives. 

 There are a lot of similarities between these Magi and the shepherds who were the first witnesses to 

Jesus’ birth on that Christmas night.  They were both outsiders.  Both groups came to see the Saviour 

because of supernatural signs; angels bearing the news and following a strange star.  When they saw Him, 

both worshipped and rejoiced at God’s Son coming into the world.  And then both the shepherds and the 

Magi left amazed, taking the news of what they had seen and heard back with them.  It was news which 

changed their lives, and they wanted it to change the lives of others also. 

 We have heard.  We have come. We see.  We worship.  How do we respond?  As well as coming 

along to a worship service, how do we worship Him?  How do we lay everything we are, everything we 

say, everything we do, everything we have, at the manger, at the foot of the cross, before the throne of the 

King?  Are there any parts of our life we would prefer to leave out and separate from that, so that we need 

to ask for God’s help to worship Him completely?  (Probably none of us can say ‘no’ to that)   

Do we always find the new road easy to follow, the road which is paved and sign posted not only 

with love and obedience to God, but also with love for all others, with forgiveness received and shared, 

with care for others, with unselfishness, with a desire above all other things to show people what God’s 
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love means to us in our lives?  A road which acknowledges and confesses our sins and short comings, which 

asks for help in overcoming them.   

And in worshipping Him with our lives, in following the new path, we also share the news with 

others.  Many times it works best when it just naturally comes out as a part of being who we are.  When 

this news means everything to us, when it directs our priorities, guides how we treat people, shapes us into 

who we are, others will see it.  In a way, we become the star.  Our world, our society, our community, need 

to see this news, in all of its truth, just as much now as ever.  We can make ourselves open to being a part 

of how this news goes out. 

 Sometimes the best place to hide something is right in front of us.  The invitation to know and 

experience all that God offers to us and our world in Jesus is there for all, but not all see it:  come and 

worship Him.  Experience His forgiveness, hope and love.  Know the meaning and purpose which only He 

can bring into your life.  Knowing Him, be a star which leads others to know Him also.  God’s love is 

always there, right in front of us, in Jesus.  See Him.  Worship Him.  Follow Him.  Share Him.  Amen. 

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

Seek the Saviour 

➢ Where are some places that people today, including ourselves, look as we seek to find the hope and 

meaning they/we are looking for in their lives? 

➢ Are there any parts of your life, any attitudes, wrong priorities, actions, relationships, which you know 

don’t fit in with who God has made you to be?  Hand them over to Him and ask for His help with them. 

 

Worship the Saviour 

➢ Think about what it means to worship God with your whole life, to lay all you are and all you have 

before Him. 

➢ Ask for God’s help with any parts of your life which you find difficult to place in worship of Him. 

➢ How can worshipping God with all that you are and all that you have also be a positive witness to those 

around you? 

 

Follow the Saviour 

➢ Like the wise men, and the shepherds, how is the road you now follow different because Jesus is the 

centre and foundation of your life? 

➢ Are there times when you find it difficult to follow Him?  Ask for God’s help with these times? 

➢ Are there others around you who don’t know Jesus, but need His love and hope in their lives?  Regularly 

pray for them, including praying that God will help you to be a ‘star’ leading them to Him. 

 

Pray:  thank God for sending Jesus into the world as the Saviour for all people.  Pray that God will always 

help us to seek the Saviour, worship the Saviour, and follow the Saviour.  Amen. 

 
  Pastor Andrew R. Koehler 
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