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St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Tallebudgera QLD 

22nd January 2023 – Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Matthew 4:12-23 

IT’S TIME TO … 

 It’s time to …..  Is there anything which jumps into your head when you hear that statement?  

They are three words which often form the beginning of a slogan, a call to action, such as we might hear 

from a political party or sporting team.  They can be positive, ‘Our time has come, we are ready, it’s 

time to win this election/ win this premiership/ change the world for the better’ or insert whatever other 

goal you wish here.  Or they can be about taking an action which you would rather not take, but feel 

forced to do so, ‘enough is enough, it’s time to go to war/ sell up/ start all over again’.   

 It’s time to …  Even if we don’t use those exact words, that is a sentiment or thought which 

comes to and moves people on all levels; global, national, personal.  We might decide that ‘it’s time’ 

because of an event, a trigger; one nation invading another can mean it’s time for many nations to go to 

war, a major disaster can cause us to decide it’s time for us all to work together and help out, a major 

event in our life can lead us to think it’s time to make some big decisions about what we are doing and 

get our life back on track.  It could be a slow building up, a gradual accumulation of despair, or 

frustration, or anger, or desire, which when we look back on it makes us think, ‘yeh, it’s time to do 

something about that’.  Or it could be that we have completed our preparation, our build up, so that now 

we have worked enough, or saved enough, or developed our relationship enough, so it’s now time to 

move forward and do what we want to do next.  Sometimes, everything just lines up, so that in either 

doing what we want to do, or what we feel we have to do, we think to ourselves, ‘it’s time to …’. 

 It’s time to …   They are words which can be used to describe the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, 

especially as we have it here today in Matthew 4.  There are three things which happen or are said here, 

which make us think that for Jesus and His ministry, and then extending that to us as His people, it’s 

time to …  In the first verse here, verse 12, it says quite simply,  ‘When Jesus heard that John had been 

put in prison, he went to Galilee.’  For Jesus, the arrest of His cousin John the Baptist, the one who had 
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come to prepare the way for Him, that was the sign or trigger that it was time for Jesus’ public ministry 

to now begin.   

 As Jesus does this, going out with His own preaching and teaching,  He says to the people, 

‘“Turn back to God! The kingdom of heaven will soon be here.” (v. 17)  Jesus is saying to people, 

‘God’s kingdom is coming soon.  It’s time to respond to God’s love and be ready for it’. 

 It’s time for Jesus to begin His ministry, it’s time for people to respond to His message, and then 

it’s time for others to take up that call and be a part of taking this message out to others.   In the calling 

of Jesus’ first disciples, or followers, (v. 19-22) there is a real immediacy and sense of ‘it’s time’.  When 

Jesus comes across each of these two sets of brothers, they respond to His call to follow Him by leaving 

their nets and their boats and immediately doing so.  James and John even left their father behind to 

complete the work, and we can imagine how impressed He would have been about that!  We don’t know 

why they responded like this.  Did Jesus have an amazing charisma they just couldn’t resist?  Had they 

heard Him speak and seen His healings so jumped at the chance to be a part of what He was doing?  Did 

they already have some kind of relationship or friendship with Him?  We don’t know.   All we know 

from the language used here of ‘right then’ and ‘at once’ to describe their response to Jesus’ call, is that 

when Jesus came to them, without a doubt they knew ‘it’s time to follow’. 

 Let’s break these three triggers, or calls, or realisations that ‘it’s time’ down a bit more, and 

think about what they mean in relation to us.   

 The way that Matthew tells it, it’s very simple; John the Baptist is arrested and Jesus begins His 

ministry.  But what is important for us here is what this ministry is; calling people out of the darkness 

of sin and death, and bringing them into the light of God’s love and forgiveness.  That is something that 

prophets like Isaiah had talked about in the Old Testament (our first reading today), and a message John 

had continue to share.  But now, Jesus doesn’t just talk about the movement from darkness to light, but 

He is the light which leads us from sin and death back to God’s love.  Jesus is the light come into the 

world.  We can know that when are feeling weighed down by guilt over wrong things we have done, 

when we feel trapped that we can’t stop doing what we know is wrong and perhaps even hurting us or 
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others, when we find it hard to forgive and move on because the hurt or anger is too great, when we see 

no good way out of a situation we are in, when we despair about the future outcomes for ourselves or 

loved ones, when we are lonely, grieving, hurting, wallowing, we can know that in all of these things 

the light of God’s love is there for us.  The light of love which comes into our darkness, and through 

Jesus shows that it is forgiving, gives us hope, comforts us, helps us to do the things we find difficult, 

gives us hope and confidence in His strength as we move into the future.  It's the light which comes to 

us and we can take comfort in because of the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  Having this 

promise now fulfilled for us, tells us that it’s now time for us to live in the light of God’s love. 

 The first words which Jesus says in His ministry, according to Matthew, are that it’s time to 

repent, to turn back to God.  Repent literally means to turn around from the path or things which are 

taking us away from God, and to turn back to Him.  Probably my favourite picture of what repentance 

is, is in the Parable of the Prodigal Son.  The son goes away from his father and the farm, and heads for 

the bright lights and easy pleasures of the big city.  When everything goes wrong for Him (which is 

often when we think about repenting), he turns around and takes that path back home again, where his 

father is ready and waiting to forgive him.  Repentance is us being sorry and turning back to God, and 

the promise is that God is waiting there for us.  That call to repentance is there for all of us.  We all have 

the attitudes, the distractions, the behaviours, the priorities, the things which get in the way of both our 

relationship with God and with other people.  What are they for you?  Have a think about them. We 

can’t repent of them unless we really do own them.  Jesus’ call to all people, including us, to repent and 

receive His forgiveness tells us that it’s time to respond to God’s love. 

  The response of the disciples to Jesus’ call to leave everything and follow Him is so immediate 

and complete that it is a bit of a miracle in itself.  For whatever reason, the disciples knew that it was 

time to be a part of sharing the news of God’s love, His kingdom, with everyone.  As God’s people, we 

know that the call Jesus gave them to bring people into the kingdom, to know God’s love, is also our 

call.  Is there anything we need to leave behind as we do this; any personal preferences, priorities, views?  

Are we as willing to see that it is more about others than about ourselves as these four fishermen were?  
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Remember though that while they responded quickly here, there were plenty of other times when they 

weren’t so good at following Jesus completely and wholly.  But despite their human failings, sometimes 

even because of them, both during Jesus’ life and after the disciples were used by God to bring others 

to know Him.  No matter how we view ourselves, what we believe we have to offer, God calls and has 

gifted each one of us to go out and fish also.  How do you feel called?  If you’re not sure, pray about it.  

Is there anything you are finding it hard to give up in following that call?  Again, hand it over in prayer 

if you need to.  The call of Jesus to both the disciples and to us shows us that it’s time to share God’s 

love. 

 There is no fancy campaign type jingle I have come up with to sing to you at this point, but as 

we look at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry here, we know that it’s time for us to live in the light of 

God’s love, to respond to God’s love, and to share God’s love.  For us the time is not a short, sharp 

moment, but it’s a time all people have been in ever since Jesus came to bring the light of God’s love 

into the world, and it will be here until He comes again.  It’s time to be in God’s love, with all that 

means for us.  Amen. 

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

It’s time to live in the light of God’s love 

➢ Is there any guilt, hurt, worry, uncertainty, which is weighing you down at the moment? 

➢ Hand anything which is keeping you in the darkness over to God so that you can know the light of 

His love. 

 

It’s time to respond to God’s love 

➢ Are there attitudes, actions, priorities, which are coming between you and God, things which are 

causing you to neglect Him, to treat others in the wrong way, causing you to do things which are 

harmful for you, taking you away from God in your relationship with Him? 

➢ Confess these things to God.  Pray for the assurance of His forgiveness.  Ask for His strength to 

help you live as someone who knows the light of His love. 

 

It’s time to share God’s love 

➢ How is God calling you to share His love, either with people in your life, with those around you, or 

as part of your Church family? 

➢ Is there anything stopping you completely taking up His call; views or preferences you find it hard 

to give up, things you don’t want to do? 

➢ Pray about these things, asking God to give you the assurance of His love and call so you can go 

out as His disciple in your life. 
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