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St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Tallebudgera 

18th December 2022 – Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Romans 1:1-7 

GIVING AND RECEIVING 

 At this time of the year with Christmas hurtling down upon us as we get to the final 

stages of making our plans, preparing our food, having the decorations all up, buying the last 

of our gifts, we’re reminded of some of the differences we have in families and households in 

doing these things.  When is it ok to put the Christmas tree and decorations up?  Do we place 

an angel or a star on top of the tree?  For Christmas lunch do we sit down to a formal and 

traditional hot Roast dinner, or is it cold meat and salads, or some other menu?  Are Christmas 

presents opened on Christmas Eve, or Christmas Day, or spread between the two? Can you 

come up with any more variations?  For some people these are just interesting little points of 

difference, personal preferences and family traditions, while for others they are central to the 

whole celebration and will be strongly adhered to and defended.    

 And right now, at the time when some of us have finished our gift buying for the year, 

others are searching for the perfect gift for those one or two difficult to buy for people, and 

possibly still others are thinking right now, ‘What!  Only one week to go! I better get on it’, it’s 

a time when we can reflect on another difference we might have among us, and that is; is there 

more joy in receiving or giving a gift?  Any thoughts from you?  As I reflect on this my first 

thought is that when I was a child it was more weighed towards the receiving;  you often never 

knew what was inside the bright paper, and at an age when there were so many things you just 

‘had to have’, there was always a good chance you would receive at least one or two of them.  

But, I think that as I’ve got older, and perhaps being able to just buy things for myself,  the 

pendulum has swung much more to my pleasure being in giving; to that joy in seeing someone 
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being happy for whatever reason at the gift you have selected for them.  What is more important 

or gives you more pleasure; giving, or receiving, or both? 

 Receiving or giving, what is Christmas really all about?    When we have a look at the 

reading from Romans 1 we have here today, we get a pretty clear answer to that from the 

perspective of our relationship with God.  While Paul isn’t specifically talking about Christmas 

celebrations, of course they didn’t exist at the time he wrote this letter, he is talking directly 

about God coming into the world as a human being, as one of us.  He reminds us that Jesus' 

birth wasn’t something which just happened, but it had been promised for a long time by the 

prophets in the Bible.  He highlights that Jesus is both God, and human, both natures which 

were necessary for Him to carry out the work He was sent to do.   

 And then, Paul goes on to talk about what Jesus coming into our world means for him, 

and for us.  There is the gift of faith, and the grace and peace which now come to us.  Both the 

language Paul uses here, and the way Jesus’ coming into the world is talked about both here 

and elsewhere in the Bible, show that Jesus and all He brings for us is a gift given by God, and 

received by us.  While we may wonder ourselves if we get more out of giving or receiving our 

earthly gifts, when it comes to God and His gift of Jesus coming into our world, for us, it’s 

firstly all about receiving.   

The fact that the gift of Jesus was promised so long ago means it is all God’s work and 

decision, not ours.  The fact that we believe and accept this gift through our faith is also God’s 

gift to us.  Paul knew this as well or better than anyone;  he had been having Christians killed 

and trying to stop God’s message going out, and yet, as he says here, God chose him to be an 

apostle, one who takes God’s message out.  The word which is translated here a couple of times 

as ‘kind’, is better as ‘grace’, God’s free gift.  That’s what we see in Jesus; God’s free gift of 

love, grace and peace to us all. 



3 
 

 As we, in one week’s time, stop to gather around the manger, to think about the miracle 

of God coming to earth as a tiny baby, we remember the gift God gave to our world and to each 

of us at Christmas.  And all we can do is gratefully receive that gift and all it means for us. 

 When we look at Christmas from the view of our relationship with God, it is about 

receiving.  But it’s also about giving, because the giving comes from what we have received.  

In this case, the receiving comes first, because it is God’s grace which we share through our 

faith.  What we are now called to share, to give, to others doesn’t come from us, but it comes 

from God.  And that gift is God’s grace and peace.  It’s the grace and peace of God which we 

know we need in our lives, and which we know our world needs.  Sadly, the murders this week 

of two police officers, and of a neighbour who was just trying to help out, their senseless deaths 

so close to us remind us of where our world, our society, is at.  Sin is here. There is plenty of 

good happening around us, but the effects of our human sin are also all to visible and present 

for us.  

 Jesus came into our world.  As both God and human, and as the gift of God’s love and 

peace to us all, God gave us the only gift which can bring peace and healing to a world pulled 

apart by our sin.  That’s the gift, the gift we can only receive, not earn in any way.  It is the gift 

which bring us healing and hope.  The gift which doesn’t make sense of, or even lessen, the 

tragedy of acts like we saw this week, but which gives us the hope and comfort of God’s peace 

in the midst of them.   

 It’s also the gift we are now called to give.  In the same way that Paul was called to be 

an apostle, a witness taking the good news of Jesus out to the world, so too are we.  That’s 

something to think about at this time as everyone around us is focusing on the Christmas 

celebrations.   How can we in what we say, what we do, how we celebrate this time, how can 

we help people to see that this time is all about the gift that we receive in Jesus?  In a way that 

doesn’t put people off how can we show our family and friends what the gift of this child means 
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to us, how it changes our lives, how the grace and peace we receive from Him helps and guides 

us in our lives?  That is something which is different and personal for each one of us, but as 

apostles, as believers, as those who have received the gift of this child into your life, consider 

how you can carry out this call to witness to God’s love this Christmas. 

  As those who in faith know that at Christmas we remember God coming into our world, 

Christmas is first and foremost about receiving all that God wants to give to us; wrapped in that 

baby in a manger is God’s gift to us all, His grace and peace.  It’s a gift we receive through 

God’s love, and it’s a gift which knowing this love, and receiving this peace and grace, we can 

now give to others.  Regifting is something which has some negative social stigma in our 

society, but it is what we are actually called to do here.  All the other different preferences and 

traditions we each have around Christmas celebrations, in the end, don’t really matter.  In freely 

and completely receiving God’s love, peace, and grace for us, and in seeking to give it out to 

others in any way we can, we both celebrate and share what this time is really all about.  Amen. 

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

➢ Think about some of the gifts which you have enjoyed giving to others at Christmas?  What 

was it that gave you joy in giving them? 

➢ Think about some of the gifts you have enjoyed receiving at Christmas?  Was it the gift 

itself, or the spirit in which it was given, which gave you joy in receiving them? 

➢ Stop and reflect on what it means for us and our world that Jesus came to earth as a human 

baby?  How has this changed the world?  What does it mean for us in our relationship with 

God?  How does it help us to deal with tragedy and hardship around us and in our lives? 

➢ We are called to regift this gift of God’s grace and peace which we have received out into 

our world.  Think about people you know; family, friends colleagues.  Think about people 

you will be spending time with over Christmas.  What can you do, what can you say, what 

can you put up around the place, which may  help them to see what you have received from 

Jesus and what He also offers to them in their lives? 

Pray:  Thank God for the gift of Jesus.  Ask God to help us to put this gift at the centre of our 

Christmas celebrations, and to show and share with others what it means to us.  Amen. 

Pastor Andrew R. Koehler 
18.12.2022 


