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St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Tallebudgera 

30th October 2022 – Reformation Sunday 

Romans 3:21-28 

FAITHFULLYFREE 

 For many of us, or at least some of us, a part of our human nature is that we are sceptical of 

anything which is offered to us as ‘free’.  Does that sound like you in any way?  An example is that you 

have booked some tickets online to a show, and at the end there is a pop up, ‘Congratulations!  You’ve 

won a prize!  Click here to collect it.’  You might think to yourself, ‘wow, that’s cool, how lucky am 

I?’, so you click on the button but are then told that to receive your prize you just need to give your 

name, date of birth, address, driver’s licence number, and bank details.  Mmm, there can’t be anything 

wrong with putting all that info on the internet, can there?  I mean, that’s safe, right?  ‘Oh yes’, we 

might think to ourselves, ‘there’s always a catch, nothing is truly free’. 

 Or, from another angle, we may feel that receiving something as a free gift puts us under an 

obligation to the gift giver, something like this:  (The Big Bang Theory clip on Sheldon not liking gifts).   

Ever had that thought?  Even if something is given to us with no thought of obligation or payback, 

sometimes there can be that feeling that we need to do or give something in return.  So, whether it is 

out of cynicism that nothing is truly free, or a reluctance to feel that we are under obligation to someone, 

we can find it hard to accept a gift which is given to us fully free. 

 This reluctance comes in part from our human nature, and in part from previous experiences 

we’ve had.  But unfortunately it can and does also come into play in how we approach our relationship 

with God.  What we read from things like recent census data, and hear from many in media, is that this 

concept of God’s love and forgiveness as a free gift, which we sometimes refer to as Grace, is very 

foreign to our nature and culture and many are sceptical to accept it.  So, whether it originally stems 

from these feelings, or just happens to play into them, many religions in the world, and even Christians 

sometimes, approach our spiritual life like this; nothing is free, we need to earn any kind of forgiveness 

or salvation which is offered, and we are under a big obligation to repay whatever we receive.   
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 And that’s exactly what was happening in the Church 500 years ago.  However it began, the 

Church had the teaching that to come close to God, to be forgiven for our sins and to heal the broken 

relationship those sins had caused, you needed to either pay some money to the Church, or do some 

kind of service like fight in the Crusades.     And so teachings like this became common, ‘As soon as a 

coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs’.  It was taught that purgatory was the halfway 

house between heaven and hell, and that when people died everyone went there for an amount of time 

determined by how good or bad you’d been in your life.  But you could make a donation to the Church 

and the time your grandmother or mother spent there was significantly shortened, and you were even 

given a certificate to prove it!  People, including most priests, didn’t have Bibles to tell them that this 

wasn’t true; all they could do was believe and pass on what was told them by those above.  And so, 

perhaps in part helped by a human tendency to believe we must earn or payback whatever is given, 

people accepted that God was a fierce and angry judge, and that they needed to spend their lives doing 

what they could to please Him so they wouldn’t be punished for all eternity. 

 When we look at this in the light of our Bible reading today, from Paul’s letter to the Christians 

in Rome, we can say that they got this part of it right:  ‘All of us have sinned and fallen short of God's 

glory.’ (v. 23) Our relationship with God has been severely damaged by our sin; our rebellion against 

God, our desire to want to do things our own way, our disregard for how our words and actions both 

take us away from God and hurt others.  Our sin creates a huge gap between us and God, no doubt about 

that. 

 But, in a desire to care more about power and profits than about truth and people, the Church 

back then left out the next bit;  ‘But God treats us much better than we deserve, and because of Christ 

Jesus, he freely accepts us and sets us free from our sins.’ (v. 24)  You add that bit over the top, and it 

changes everything, doesn’t it?  Any teaching or even suggestion that we can buy or in any way earn 

the forgiveness which is ours in Jesus is swept away with those words,  He freely accepts us.  And on 

top of that, to take away any burden of obligation we might then feel, we are told very bluntly that  He 

sets us free from our sins.   
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 It was when they discovered teachings like this and many others in the Bible that Martin Luther 

and other Church leaders and scholars set about challenging the teachings of the Church of their time.  

Luther had grown up, like everyone else, fearing an angry and judging God, and wanting to do all he 

could to earn God’s favour including joining a monastery.  But as hard as he tried, he felt weighed 

down, he felt that anything he did was insufficient.  He lived a life of guilt and worry that before God 

he was always inadequate and unworthy. 

  It was only when Luther finally got to read the Bible for himself when he was about 20 years 

old, that he finally found freedom from his guilt and worry.  The book of Romans, including what we 

have here in chapter 3 verses 21-28, was a big part of his new understanding of how our relationship 

with God really works.     The words from here and elsewhere in the Bible showed him, and us, that 

God truly does love us, and in wanting to do all He could to heal the broken relationship our sin had 

caused between Him and His people, God sent Jesus to pay the full price for that sin.  The full price.  

That’s what it says here, ‘because of Christ Jesus, he freely accepts us and sets us free from our sins.’  

(24b)  Full forgiveness.  Free forgiveness.  Forgiveness made possible for us by God’s love, and earnt 

for us by Jesus’ death, the ultimate sacrifice.  Forgiveness received by us in faith.  No catches.  No 

hidden traps.  A free gift from a loving God who wants us to be with Him.  All we now do is accept it 

through our faith. 

 And in response we don’t need to feel that we are now under obligation, with all the burdens 

that brings on us.  Instead, we respond as those who are by faith now fully free; out of love and gratitude.  

It’s not about ‘what must I do as someone God has given this forgiveness and new life to’, but, ‘what 

can I do now knowing God’s forgiveness, knowing I am free, knowing the huge difference His hope 

and peace now bring to my life?’  How can I show God how much I love Him by the things I say and 

do?  How can I show others the difference God’s free forgiveness makes to my life by the way I live, 

and how I treat them?  How in my relationships can I show forgiveness, so I witness what God’s 

forgiveness means to me?  In what ways can I reflect God’s generosity to me in how I help and support 

anyone in any kind of need?  Living our lives of faith in response to God’s love and forgiveness, and 

looking for ways we can show and share it out. 
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 The world of Martin Luther, 500 years ago, certainly needed to be reminded of this teaching.  

Does our world today?  Absolutely!  Human nature stays the same, we are all born into sinful rebellion 

against God.  Even our human experiences stay the same, they just play out a bit differently.   There’s 

also always been abuse, the pain caused by greed and selfishness, broken relationships, people burdened 

by guilt, hurts which are hard to heal, people who are lost and seeking meaning and hope in all the 

wrong places.   

 For me a great example of what this free love and forgiveness which comes to us by faith means 

for us, comes out in what people have said to me over the years when I have been with them as they are 

facing death.  I’ve heard over and over things like, ‘I know that Jesus is my Saviour’.  ‘I have a peace 

and acceptance right now that I never thought I would have’.  ‘I’m feeling that peace of God which 

really is beyond all our understanding’.  ‘God’s got me, and everything is ok, I have no doubt about 

that’.  These are the words and feelings people can have at that time because they know that God’s love 

for them in Jesus means that with even the smallest amount of faith they are forgiven, they are set free, 

and so they can both live this life and pass through to the next one knowing that they have the love and 

new life which is promised to all God’s people.   

  Thank God for the great truth that we are now fully free through our faith, or faithfully free, or 

by faith made fully free in Jesus, or however we want to say it.  Thank God that this truth of His love 

gives us peace and hope in our lives which we can’t find anywhere else, and ask Him to continue to 

give us faith so that we can believe it, accept it, live it out, and share it.  Amen. 

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

Have a another read of today’s Bible reading, Romans 3:21-28 

➢ What does reading have to tell us about what our relationship with God is based on? 

➢ Is there anything we can do to either earn or pay back God’s love and forgiveness? 

➢ What promises of God do you see in this reading? 

➢ In what way/s does this reading give you comfort in your life right now? 

➢ What do you think God is now calling you to do in response to this, ie, what can you now do in 

response for everything He has done and does for you? 

 

Pray:  Thank God for the love and grace He shows to us through Jesus.  Thank God for the faith He 

gives us to accept the free gift of forgiveness He offers to everyone.  Ask that He will help us to live in, 

live out, and share the truth that because of Jesus our faith makes us fully free to love and serve Him. 
Pastor Andrew R. Koeher 
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